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Abstract

The purpose his study was to investigate the relationship between just and civilized humanity
values and decision making proces&sata were collected fronSouth Sulawesi provincé
Indonesia. Total of 383 middle and loweranagerial offices of South Sulawesi Province civil
servant participated in the study. Using SPSS release 21, decriptive, correlation, factor and
regression analis were conducted. Thanalysis revealpositive influence of just and humanity
values on decision making process. Two of just and humanity values influence decision making
process significantly. Further, implications and suggestion for future researipreposed.
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Background

Each nation, ethnic agroup of society haa set of values to be used as guidance to make
decision in daily life. During the preparation of Indonesian independence, Indotessims had
formulate the guidanck the PancasildLatif, 2011). Pancasila values have been assumed as to be
guidance in thinking and actingBakry, 2001 Latif, 2011) and idiology of Indonesian life
(Poespowardojo, 20)0As idiology of Indonesian life, Pancasila values should be the guidance of
all aspects of individual life, both at work place and family situation.

There are five main principles in Pancagainoto, 2008 which all contain ideal values to
create a peacefull liféPoespowardojo, 20)0Believe in the devity of God, just and humanity, the
unity of Indonesia, democracguided by the inner wisdom in the unaniniarising out of
deliberations amongst representatives, and social justice for all of the people of Indonesia are basic
values which have existed and developed for hundred of years in Indonesian societies
(Wreksosuhardjo, 2005So, the Pancasila values are assumed already embedded in wiakingth
of Indonesian people and applied in their daily decision making process.

Of the five principles, just and humanity values were chosen to be examined in this study.
The choice is based on main assumption that the just and humanity values dndanyental
values to create good interaction among people, either in a same group or differ@gritibn2011;
Notosusanto, 20Q&yarbaini, 2011 It is a commitment to treat everyone in a fair manfree from
suspicion, exploitation, and oppression. Respect for just and humanity create mutual understanding
among individualg(Farh, Hackett, & Liang, 200™Noorsyam, 2009and among different ethnic
groups (Senge & Sterman, 199ZTepeci & Bartlett, 200R and even among nationSoares,
Farhangmehr, & Shoham, 200Decision making process based on just and humanity values would
lead to good decision for all human being amitsidersll aspects of human interest.

Implementation ofthe just and humanity values in daily life especially in governmental
policy decision making, however, seem still far from idggtieenbr, 1998 Although Indonesian
government has created regulation based on just and humsonty ofgovernmerdl decision
making practices are not iime with Pancasila(Bertrand, 2004 Vickers, 200%. Individual and
group interest still dominate decision making prog@&estrand, 200% Consequently there are still
plenty of corruption, collusion and nepotism in Indonesian governmental daily prédiade
Hanoteau, 2010 Further, although Indonesia has a huge potential to be a well developed country,
Indonesia still strugle to eradicate inequality, poverhaknutrition and many of other society
problems.

Just and humanity values seem only to bedgwice of Indonesian goverment and not used
as main consideration during decision making process. It seems that there is a gap between
implementation of jusand humanity values and actual values to be considered during decision
making process for nearly all of governmental offi¢&teenbr, 1998 The phenomenon gap
between implementation of ideal values of just and humanity and application of just and humanity
values during decision makjn proccess may also exist in middle and lower managerial
governmental officer is crucial. Middle and lower managerial officers decision making process
relates directly with common people in their area. Consequently, the decisions may make the
common peopléetter or even worse, only few individual benefited from the decision. Such decision
may lead to social friction.

Research problem

Since selection process to be a civil servant, Pancasila values including just and humanity
values have been indocrinaz@doorsyam, 2009 Notosusanto, 20Q6as the main values to be
considered during decision making process. The indocrination lead to assumption that the
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governmental officers use the Pancasila values especially just and humanity values during decision
making problem andleciding for the benefit for afTriyanto, 2013. In reality, however, many
decisions seem to be decided based on individual or gritepest which lead to posibility of
corruption, collusion and nepotis(Bagir, 2007 Dijk, 2002). The phenomena reveal a problem if
Pancasila especially just and humanity values embed and influence decision making gdrocess o
Indonesian governmental officers.

Literature review

Pancasila values as Indonesian way of life should be implemented in daily society of
Indonesia. Values guide individual to decide and act in any condition (Rokeach, 1973; Kahle dalam
Homer & Kahle, 1988 Values influence individual to percept and interpret all aspects of life (Grube
dkk., 1994; Sweeting, 1990; Waller, 1994; Greenstein, 1976; Grube, Greenstein, Rankin & Kearney,
1977; Schwartz & InbaBaban, 1988) including process of decision makirth@person.

Just and humanity values measurement used in this study were taken from official source the
MPR decree no. I/MPR/2003. Based on the decree, just and humanity measurement items are
presented in the following table 1 below:

Tabel 1. Iltem to measre just and humanity values

Variable | Description Source

P21 I dignify human being as God the Almighty creation MPR decreeg
P22 | respect equality of human rights of each people no.

P23 | develop love and care for all human being I/MPR/2003
P24 | develop tolerance and understanding in social interaction

P25 | develop emphaty

P26 | priortize humanity values whenever making a decision

P27 | am eager to do humanity activities

P28 | am eager to defend truth and equality

P29 | think that Indonesian is an integral part of all nation in the wor

P210 | develop respect for all human beings

Source: data collected for this study

The just and humanity values is expected to influence decision making process. Modifying
Rowe andMason (1987 and Adair (2007 decision making process measurement items were
developeds presented on table 2 on the following page

Tabel 2. Item to measure decision making proces

Variable | Decription Source

DM1 | use relate regulation whenever have to make decision | Rowe and Mason
DM2 | use intuition when whenever have to make decision (1987 and Adair
DM3 | am happy to help my suirdinate whenever needed (2007

DM4 | enjoy heterogenity of my subordinate

DM5 I do careful analsysis prior to making decision.

DM6 | consider many aspect whenever need to make decision

DM7 | consider humanity aspects in finding new ideas

DM8 I help my subordinated to achieve expected performance

DM9 | search new decision alternatives creatively

Source: data collected for thetudy
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Methodology

Just and humanityalues areconcerned with the interaction of members any social entity in
Indonesian context. As it is concerned with human interactions, there are four research paradigms
that can be chosen: positivism, constructivisntjcal theory and realisriSobh & Perry, 2006 Of
the four research paradigms, the positivism paradigm was chosen for this study. The reason for the
choice was the popularity of the positivism research paradigm in an organizational reseéegh
(Aguinis, Pierce, Bosco, & Muslin2009 Anderson, 2004 In their review of organizational
research methods, Aguinis, Pierce, Bosco and M09 found that positivist paradigms were
adopted for nearly all empirical organizational studies.

The main positivism research method used in an organizational context is a(fguigys,
et al., 2009 Allahyari, shahbazi, Mirkamali, & Kharazi, 201Deutskens, de Ruyter, & Wetzels,
2006 Terzioglu, Schmidt, & Chan, 20).0A survey approachefers to a group of methods which
allow for the use of quantitative analysis, where data for a large number of organizations are
collected through methods such as mail questionnaires, telephone interviews, or from surveys, and
these data are analyzed ugstatistical techniqug®abbie, 2011Zikmund, Babin, Carr, & Griffin,
2010. By studying a representagivsample of organizations, the survey approach seeks to discover
relationships that are common across organizations and hence to provide generalisable statement
about the object of the stu@@abbie, 201}

Based on the literature review and the expert comments, a questionnaire was developed in
order to be used as a research instrument. A pilot study was used to check the validity and reliability
of the questionnaire. The e r s targefiex! in this study were middle and low managerial level
officer in South Sulawesi Province, Indonesia. Data gathered from the survey was analysed using
both descriptive and inferential statistics. A statistical package namely the Statistical Rackiage
Social Sciences (SPSS version 20) along with AMOS 21 was used to analyse the data. SPSS wa
used to examine the validity and reliability of the instrument. It was also used to perform descriptive
analyses. AMOS 20 was used to carry out exploratony confirmatory factor analyses and the
analysis of a structural equation model.

Results
Results of the study can be divided into three main aspects, respondent background,
descriptive and influence of just and humanity values on decision making process.

Respondents background

There were 383 respondents participated in this study. Most of them were in prime age,
between 40 to 49 years old. In such age, individuals are in maturity stage in relation to life values
(Crossan, Mazutis, & Seijts, 20/1&8nd policy in decision makingAmzat, 2010. As many as 211 or
55.5 percent of respondents were male while the rest were female whictitlyjngénder equality.
Gender was assessed as gender may influencedecision making gidoasisolm, 2004 On
educational level, most of the respondents were bachelor showing that the respondents already hav
quite high education level. In echelon level, most of respondents were in echelon Il levahwhile
tenure term, respondents generally had worked between 20 to 25 years. Steel ar{@0L&as
Claimthat tenure influence acceptance of values and culture.

Descriptive finding

Just and humanity values

Based on MPR decree no. I/MPR/2003, there are ten items of indicator that shosiéditie
assess just and humanity values. ltems and their related mean and standard deviation are presentt
on the table on the following table
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The table shows that respondent sé responsc

Likert scale 1 to7 . As can be seen the first I tem Al
creationo get the highest arithmetic mean whi
with otherso. Further discussion wil/ be pres
Tabel 3. Descriptive finding for just and humanity values
Variable | Description Mean | Standard
deviation

P21 I dignify human being as God the Almighty creation 5.712 | 1.023
P22 | respect equality of human rights of each people | 5.517 | 1.308
P23 | develop love andare for all human being 5.321 | 1.380
P24 | develop tolerance and understanding in social 4.741 | 1.380

interaction
P25 | develop emphaty 4715 | 1.475
P26 | priortize humanity values whenever making a 5.167 | 1.420

decision
P27 | am eager to do humaniggtivities 5.362 | 1.369
P28 | am eager to defend truth and equality 5.378 | 1.353
P29 | think that Indonesian is an integral part of all natio] 5.206 | 1.482

in the world
P210 | develop respect for all human beings 5.415 | 1.441

Source: data collected fdhis study

Decision making process
Items used as decision making process were developed from literature review. Arithmetic
mean and standard devition of decision making process indicatomesented in thable4 below.

Table 4. Descriptive finding of decision making process

Variable | Decription Mean | Standard dev
DM1 | use relate regulation whenever have to make decisiol 5.945 | .9321
DM2 | use intuition when whenever have to make decision | 5.906 | 1.014
DM3 I am happy to help mgubordinate whenever needed | 5.269 | 1.456
DM4 | enjoy heterogenity of my subordinate 5.358 | 1.416
DM5 I do careful analsysis prior to making decision. 5.554 | 1.398
DM6 | consider many aspect whenever need to make decisi| 5.165 | 1.552
DM7 I considerhumanity aspects in finding new ideas 5.269 | 1.432
DM8 | help my subordinated to achieve expected performan 5.210 | 1.654
DM9 | search new decision alternatives creatively 5.308 | 1.467

Source: data collected for this study

Influence of just and humanity values on decision making process

In order to determine main variable from each contruct, factor analysis was applied. The
factor analysis showed that all variables used to measure just and humanity values contain three
components whichchoeugd$ oon ab lwiliimgmes o rdefehdetiuth gnal , 0

equalityd, and Operception that | ndwhtleexplam 1 s
67% variance of respondent sd response. For d
were extracted: Ohappiness to help subordina

when making a decisionbé.
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Correlation analysis revealed moderate correlation among the tree items used to measure jus
and humanity values, so all of the treigbles were used in regression analysis. However, there are
high significant correlation for two items used to measure decision making process, so considering
humanity aspects when making decision was taken for further analysis. In addition to the
multicolinearity assessment, normality and heterochedasticity were assessed and the result showet
that the variables normally distributed and heterochedasticity exist. As a result further regression
analysis can be employed. Table 5, on the following shgevsthe regression results.

Table 5. Regression analysis

Model Summary

Model | R R Square Adjusted R Square | Std. Error of the Estimate
1 657 | .432 A27 1.07983
a. Predictors: (Constant), P29, P23, P28
ANOVA”
Model Sum of Squares | df Mean Square | F Sig.
1 | Regression | 335.679 3 111.893 95.960 | .000"
Residual 441.929 379 1.166
Total 777.608 382
a. Predictors: (Constant), P29, P23, P28
b. Dependent Variable: B13 |

Coefficient$
Model Unstandardized Coefficien{ Standardized Coef| t Sig.
B Std. Error Beta

1 | (Constant)| 1.440 244 5.904 |.000
P23 490 .059 A74 8.250 |.000
P28 237 .062 225 3.838 |.000
P29 .010 .055 .010 174 .862

a. Dependent Variable: B13

Source: analysis data collected for this study

Discussion

Respondents for this study can be assumed to be representative for Indonesian civil servants
middle manager officers in South Sulawesi province. They were at prime age between 40 to 49 years
old, at maturity stage in relation to life valu¢€rossan, et al., 201and policy in decision making
(Amzat, 2010. At the maturity stage, human being tends to decide based on values embeded in their
opinion (McKenzie & Grewal, 2011l So, values expressed by responding the relevant statements
can be acceptedsaexpression of the respondents just and humanity values and decision making
process.

Just and humanity construct as well as decision making construct were measure using Likert
type scale form, 1 stands for strongly disagree while 7 for strongly agrélematic mean for all
items are 4.71 to 5.95 provide evidence that respondents tend to response agree or strongly agre
with all items used. These findings discover two main important aspects, that respondents rate highly
on the just and humanity values afudther the finding show that just and humanity values are
already embedded in all respondents, middle and lower managerial officer of South Sulawesi
Province.

In general, regression analysis reveals that just and humanity values in formofv e an d
r al |l hwindnhni hbghegbdtoddefend truth and equal
tegr al part of ialfll ueateomecnsi boer waskderoh@ pr
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humanity aspects wlCeefficiemdeteimmajion @f .48 erovide avidenog that
43% changes in considering humanity aspects when making decision is determined by all of the
three just and humanity values. Analysis of variance support the finding that all changes in decision
making process ca be explained by changes in just and humanity variables. Partially, two
independent variables love and care for all human being, and willingness to defend truth and
equality have significant influence on decision making process. Perception that ladsnesi
integral part of all nation in the world have positive influence but not significant on decision making
process.

Conclusion
Basedon the finding, conclusion can be made

a. Just and humanity values have embedded in way of thinking of middle and lower
managerial officer of South Sulawesi province Indonesia.

b. Just and humanity values have become main consideration to make a decision of the
province officer.

c. Just and humanity values influence decision making process significantly. Love and care for
all human being and willingness to defend truth and equality influence decision making
process significantly.

Suggestion for further study
In relation to the research process and the finding of the study, several suggestions are
proposed:

a. Pancasila values espally just and humanity values have been embedded and become
main guidance in decision makin but in reality of daily life, lack of application of the
values still exist. So, details guidance of how governmental officer make decisions based
on just and honanity values need to be formulated and promulgated

b. As this study was a crosectional study that may be influenced by a specific
environmental condition, further study should applied time series study in order to cope
with possible opinion changes as consequence of work environmental changes.

c. This studywas conducted in South Sulawesi Province with four main ethnic background,
the Makassarnesse, Buginesse, Torajanesse, and Mandarnesse, consequently this result
may not generalize to other province. So, next study can be conducted in other province or
evenin Jakarta for to decision making of Indonesian government.
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Abstract
The Almajiri child is one of the most unfortunate and certambest ill treated child in Northern
Nigeria. This is a child taken away from his mother at a tender age of five or six years under the
pretext of learning the Holy Quran. This child leaves his family and follows a total stranger to an
unknown destination ere he must feed himself like any other adilh e questi on hel
should this happen i n aihe papdr examineshthe cooticauserofythel i
problem at hand, some literature on Quranic education, the Almajiri child and Righd Acts as
well as a theoretical framework for analysis. Experiences of other nations in addressing the problem
are equally examined. Finally the paper proffers solutions in form of a models of the new order.
Simple percentages and content analysisuaesl to examine the facts and values contained in the
relevant data gathered. Structured questionnaire, interview and documentary evidences in libraries
and websites constitute the main sources of ddtia.paper discoveredme major causes of the
Almajiri child episodeto include high level of poverty in the northern part of Nigerdesert
encroachment that render some parents out of occupation throughout the dryfaeasog being
the main occupation of most of the parents of the Almajiri childnegject by parents as well as
lack of clear means of livelihodaly the teacher keeping the childrnanthe towns and cities
Some models towards revalidating the child while in the Quranic school have been
recommended as ways out for the children, theichers and the society at large.

Key Words: Almaijiri, Aimuhaijiri, Quranic, Nigeria, Begging, Destitute, Vocational, Malam.
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1. Introduction

The concept of Almajiri (the Quranic shool child) and Almajiranchi (the school system) right
from Northern Nigeria, have today become a world phenom&imajiri* is derived from the
Arabic word "AFmuhajirin”, meaning a migrant but connotedni@anmigration in search dklamic
knowledgeand corrupted in Hausa land to referatoy child or adult who begs for assistance in the
streets or from house to e even though Islamic teachings strongly prohibit begging except in
special circumstances when a man losses of property in a disaster, or when a man has loaned muc
of his money for the common good, such as bringing peace between two warring parieallyzen
therefore, the word Almajiri, in the Northern Nigeri@ontextis taken to mean a begger or a
destitude- young or old. It is, however, mostly associated with the young Quranic school children
probably because of their number engaged in beggintpeasnajor source of their daily bread.
(Akeju, 2009)

The Almaijiri child is one of the most unfortunate and certainly most ill treated child in
Northern Nigeria. This is a child taken away from his mother at a tender age of five or six years
under the pretext of learning the Holy Quran. This child leavelaimgy and follows a total stranger
to an unknown destination where he must feed himself like any other adult.

To Musa, (2011),he Almajiri child faces a number of difficulties which no other child
suffers today:

1. Almajiri child must beg from house to tige or street to street in order to get what to eat
everyday.

2. He faces a complete life of destitution with no remedy from anywhere or anyone.

3. The Almaijiri child has no particular means of medical treatment in case of any illness.

4. The Almajiri child is vulrerable to all kinds of dangers within the society, especially drugs,
violence including radicalization by some.

5. The Almajiri adds to the number of street children in the society.

2. The Problem

The right of the Almajiri child has always been abused mostly due to the fact that they are far
away from their parents. Child destitution has been considered as a social problem in most part of
Northern NigeriaBor r owi ng f r o rmheA&tienalRouncil(fa? tbeOV@elfare ofDestitute
in Nigeria says there are about seven million children and teenage beggaimajirai, in the north
of the country. Kano State accounts for more than a million. This classless home sapiens fall
squarely into FrantEanon's classic: "The Wretched of the Ea{Akeju, 2009)

The exposire of the childrernto the society at their adolescent age when they are most
vulnerableleft at the mercy of the street without any form of parental or social guidsuwcegtured
by Oracle Educational Foundati¢®EF)as follows

In the cities the kids are found estranged from their parents at a very young age,

they are now used to the easy and fast p a
cope with the laid back and tough vilagjife of their parents. Meanwhile they are

not equipped through formal education or vocational training to derive the benefit

of eking out a functional l'iving in the ci
and they dondt b@HF@MY) where they are.

The issuehereis that these children are sent away from their hometowns and parents in the
name of seeking for knowledge but some of them end up being social threats. In view of the above
stated facts about the normal life of the Almajiri childeas, therefore, prompted to ask some basic
guestions. Why going far away for the Quranic education while similar schools exist in the same
hometown of the child? What are the rights of the child in the society? Why leaving the child to be
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exposed to alkorts of dangers and constitute a threat to the sadéstyite the rich oil money in the
country? Are the problems beyond human solutions? What should be the new order?

The paper tries to look at a theoretical framework for analysis, the root dahsepooblem
at hand, some literature on Quranic education and child rights. Various attempts made so far to
address the problem are equally examined as well as the reasons for failure and the persistent natur
of the problem. Finally the paper proffedigions in form of a model of the new order.

Content analysis is used to examine the facts and values contained in the relevant data
gathered. Documentary evidences in libraries and websites constitute the main source of data.

3. Literature Review

Eduation has been recognized as the most potent weapon used by man to conquer his
environment and chart his destiny and even that of others. (Akeju, 2009). Going by Islamic faith,
however, seeking for knowleddgem anywhere is compulsory moatter the distace. After all, the
entire religion started with seeking for knowledge as quotedAliyu, 1968; Turner, 1994;
Sadar,1999 h uRead infthe name of thy Lord who creai@sir'an 96:1). This was the first verse
of the Holy Our'an and the first instructiori Almighty Allah to Muhammad (S.A.W) the
Prophet of Islam; who was sent to mankind by Allah (S.W.T) in 610 AD to convey the last
message t @l-Amia,2008) nd o

Thi s message, therefore, constituted t h
which has 114 chapters. It is mandatory on every Muslim to know all or part of it, just as it is
recommendable to commit part or all of it to memdHykal, 1984). This compulsory
memorization of all or part thereof is necessary because it is compulsorytéothecn during
the daily prayer. Since a person is never a muslim without daily prayers and the prayer is never
accepted without recitation of part of t he
mandatory upon all muslimé men and women. The éphet and almost all his immediate
followers have committed the whole book (kitab) into their memory.

To Hassan et a(1986), n the past, the wordImaijiri represented an effective system
of acquiring Islamic education in West Africa. It was a borrowed concept frorhlijreh
(migration) of the Prophet of Islam (Mohammed) from his birth place in the ancient city of
Mecca to the city of Medina (both citieswmon Saudi Arabia) for the sake of his new faith.
Since then, any migration by Muslim in the name of his faith is callddijrah and the
migrant as Almuhajir”

Since the 8 century, the system of Quranic education which evolved around the
concept ofHijirah has been in practice in West Africa, in which people will migrate
temporarily from their origin to another place in search of Qur'anic knowledgeAlmtagiri
system was, therefore, the main source of literacy in the' region; until the Britishat@cmi
of the 19" century up to Nigeria's independence 860.

The Almajiri system has been considered instrumental to the region's social
development for hundreds of years. It was the sole producer of Scholars, Administrators,
Politicians and clerks; #hout whom no society can flourisiAl-Amin, 2008), The late
Prime Minister of Nigeria, in a piece herote sheds more light thus:

"Those schools are different from the modern schools of western fashion that we
have today. Discipline was very strofidhe Mallam, as the learned men are called,
were very greatly respected by the state and also by the general public. In fact,
learned men those days were the most influential members of the society and the
Almajirai, as the students were called are highdyered and taken care of by all”
(Balewa, 1934)
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It is here understood that the system was quite perfect and revered by all in the past.
Why then the decay now? The system is now been considered as a social menace in Nigeri
despite the huge oil revenure the country. The Almajiri child is totally neglected by the
society in general. His welfare is now dramatically transferred by the society to himself and
even the Mallam's responsibility is being shouldered by these little children.

Al-Amin, 2008 obsered that:

The welfare of these children worsened by the day. Almost all the pupils suffer
from one disease or the other. They are permanently malnourished and sick.
On the moral aspect of life; one could say it was the most disturbing among
all. The elsewhile "students of God" were gradually turned into "agents of
Satan". It is now common feature to find tAmajiri in places of "easy
virtues". Instead of the mosque, you meet them in the market. Instead of the
school you find them in frontages of hotdisstead of the classroom you
locate them around Motor Parks. These golden gifts to the community have
nowadays become victims of ritual killings, and are being used as tools by
unscrupulous elements of the society to foment trouklliédn{in, 2008),

The abovequotation promptanybody to seek to know whether there is Child Rights
Act in Nigeria. There is, of course, a Child Rights Act but in most cases it remains a mere
slogan on paper or where it is partially implemented, it is so done only to fuffill a
international requirement not out of the belief that the child has any right to ber protected by
the government..

The Child Right Act (CRA)

The protection of the right of the child at the international level started at the end of the
First Word War, in1924, wherthe movement for the protection, promotion and advancement
of the Child's Rights assumed global or universal dimension and attention. In Nigeria, the
Child's Rights Act 2003 (CRA) was passed into law by the National Assembly (for the Federal
Capital Teritory) of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in 2003. There is dedteclaration of
Geneva on the Rights of the Child adopted by the League of Natidrig24nThe Geneva
Declaration was also adopted by the United Nations General Assemb8b%nand was
since then named as the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of the Child.

The premise behind these acts is that, the world realized that Children require special
safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection before as welérabiih by
reason of their physical, mentgdsychological and emotional immaturity, weakness and
vulnerability. In its preamble, the said Geneva Declaration on the Rights of the Child
provides that 'mankind owes to the child the best that it has ¢ ¢fialso defined the duties
of adults towards children. It, in effect, laid down the basis for the nature of the relationship
between an adult and a child from a universal perspective (Babaji, Esqg, 2008)

Right to Education
Both the Geneva Declarati@nd the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child recognize the child's right to educatitmthis respect, Oba, (2008) is quoted as follows:

In order to achieve this right, State Parties are to' provide free and compulsory

primary or basic ducation, and secondary schools,. State Parties are also' to

take measures to make higher education accessible to all on the basis of

capacity and ability, and to encourage regular attendance at schools and

reduction of dropout rates,. The Charter furéin obligates State Parties to take

special measures in respect of female; gifted, and disadvantaged children and
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to ensure equal access to education for all sections of the community, and to
ensure that children who become pregnant before completing ébdaation
have the opportunity to continue with their education.(Oba, 2008)

The unfortunate aspect of the abewated provisions is that authorities in Nigeria have total
misinterpretation of the CRA in terms of education. Education, here, to themsmesstern
education at the total neglect of the Qurdani
form of education transcends to the society in general.

The Journey so far

Available records of the Universal Basic Education programme idBEgeria show that the
government has decided to build 100 schools to cater for the almajiri children. This initiative was
launched by the Vice President Arc Namadi Sambo with the laying of the Foundation Stone of the
Education Trust Fund (ETF's). Alni&ji Model School in Gantsa, Jigawa State in December 2010.
The Vice President emphasised during the launching that the 'Gantsa Integrated Boarding Almajiri
School is only one of 31 boarding and day almaijiri schools (Madrasah) which shall be established
by the Education Trust Fund ETF under the programme within the next four months.

The National Committee on Madrasah Education identified some areas of focus and designed
intervention models. They include integration of traditional Tsangaya within its alrigication,
establishment of a Model Almajiri school to serve a group of Tsangaya Schools and integration of
basic education in an established Ma'had or Islamiyyah school.

Other aspects of the models are: harmonisation of tsangaya curriculum to iskdude and
basic education, training and recruitment of teachers of various subjects for these schools,
introduction of vocational and life skills into the integrated schools, development and production of
instructional materials and monitoring and evétrato ensure quality assurance. (UBEC, 2010)

4. Theoretical Models of Learning Community Settlements

4.1. Learning mobility

U.S. Expert Forum Report, 2007 observed tleatriing and personal development is the
essential factor which is to be found ith farms of mobility. Learning may be forméwithin the
educational systeni or informal Tin the Youth and volunteering contexfrganised learning
mobility, according to the report, isnked to specific learning or developmental goals. It should
alwayslead to the earning of qualifications or credits in an appropriate form.

AThe US National Research Council ( NRC) pr
effectiveness across ages and subject dathaeas |
effective learning is:

91 Olearner centred It builds on the skills and knowledge of students, enabling them to
reason from their own experience;

1 Oknowledge centredThe curriculum is built from sound foundation of validated
knowledge, taught efficigly and with inventive use of concepts and methods;

1 [lassessment centredssessment is matched to the ability of the learners, offering
diagnosis and formative guidance that builds on success;

1 Ccommunity centredSuccessful learners form a mutually prdive@ community, sharing
knowledge and supporting less able students.

These findings broadly match a soeaahstructivist approach, which views learning as an
active process of building knowledge and skills through practice within a supportive commtunity. |
comprises not only a process of continual personal development and enrichment, but also the
possibility of rapid and radical conceptual change. (NRC, 1999)
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4.2. Digicel Foundation Project of Papua New Guinea, 2010

The Foundat i on 0 sandceliural eeformimsst invohae twhoke @anmanlties
that are committed to development and growthis involvessupporting community members,
leaders and employees alike to create chantgeeir communities.

It is particularly interested in Community gr@ammes which:

1 Embrace and reflect the educational, social and cultural aspirations of the community.
1 Address vital community needs.

1 Encourage volunteerism and civic engagement.

1 Promote opportunities for marginalized groups.

The Foundation has a partimlar focus onsocial and cultural change through
improving basic education and health services for all as well as offering support to those more
vulnerable groups in the Papua New Guinea (PNG) society.

The focus orBasic Education and Health Servicesirises from a fundamental need across
the country to increase access to these basic services especially in the rural areas where the majori
of the population live.

Sustainability of the project is of the utmost importance to the Foundation prior to taking o
new projects as it seeks to assist communities towards self sufficiency as opposed to dependence o
continued assistanc€DFPNG 2010)

4.3. Mianzhu Community Learning Center

The Mianzhu Community Learning Center was jointly established by China Raamdar
Poverty Alleviation (CFPA), Microsoft China and United Way International in 2009. The learning
center was established to provide farmers and young people with IT skills training to help them learn
computer basics as well as provide farmers witdstamarket information. Microsoft China provided
CFPA with financial support, and donated computers and softwares to support this project. United
Way International donated three vehicles to CFPA to be loaded with IT materials and become the
mobile learniig center. Their services includeFihancial Serviceand 2.Non-financial Services

The CFPA Microfinance missn is to help micreentrepreneurs realize their dreams. It also
provides norfinancial services to enhance customersigidnce and selflevelopment capacity.

CFPAconsolidates poverty reduction model to promote the development of ruralrgpéss
finance. Since its inception in 1996, CFPA microfinance projects have been giving priority to serve
low-income population in poor areas. Most of the project areaqarenal or provincial poor
counties. |1t helps i ndadevelagpdoeal ecooang.l peopl eds in

The foundation mainly implement the group loan jointly guaranteed by five households in
poor areas, providing loans up to a certain reasonable amount for a single loan without any collateral
or guarantee. The loan period range from 6 to 12 months, witdi egunthly repayment of principal
and interest.(CFPA, 2009)

5. Methodology

Since the collection of the Almajiri school anywhere in Nigeria is made up of children from
different parts of the Northern Region, data were collected on the Almajiri child rindelacted in
Zaria town using structured interview method.
main occupation, support got from parents, reason for leaving home, source of food and medication.
The following results were obtained.
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Table 1: Basic Statistics on the Almaijiri Child

Subject Matter Response Percentage
State of origin: Kano 15
Borno 23
Zamfara 31
Sokoto 15
Kebbi 15
Total 100
Fathers Occupation: Farming 84
Begging 8
Tailoring 8
Total 100
Gets support from parents: Yes 8
No 92
Total 100
Reason for leaving home: Education 69
Dismissed by parents 8
Looking for job 8
Poverty 8
Death of parents 7
Total 100
Source of food: Begging 70
Domestic employment 15
Seltemployment: Cobbler 15
Total 100
Medication: Hospital 0
Rely on God 38
Local herbs 8
Self medication 54
Total 100

Source: Field Survey, March, 2011

6. Discussions

From Table labove, it is noticed that the states of origin of the sampled Almajiri children are
Kano, Borno, Zamfara, Sokoto and Kebbi states. These states are in the core northern part of Nigeria
close to Niger and Chad Republics. They mostly suffer from desedasmmmnent as well as lack of
adequate rainfall for farming and cattle rearing which are the major occupations in the area. Among

the two dominant occupations, cattle rearing
society because shepherds easily migrate with their cattle from the north during the dry season to
the southern part of the country in search of

So he remains at home throughout the year exposed to the mercy of the visgatliender most of
the children found in the Almajiri schools (about 84 percent) are children of farmers who are sent out
due to lack of adequate foods for the family throughout the year.

Out of our survey, only 8 percent of the children admit that thesive some support from
their parents on casual bases , sometimes even only once in the year. Out of the reasons the childre
gave for leaving their hometowns, three of the reas@thication, seeking for job and poverty can
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all be reduced to the commorerbminator of poverty, and that constitute about 85 percent of the
children.

About 70 percent of the children rely on begging for their daily meals while 30 percent rely
on domestic employment or self employment. All these employments take place aftehdoé
hours and that will not prevent them from serving the Malam (teacher) in many respects.

All the children interviewed indicate that they rely on self medication, herbal medicines and
God as a last resort for their medication. Attending the hospital is never in their agenda since it
involves money and their Malam cannot shoulder any small ge medical bill for any of them.
That is how some of them die eventually without any medical attention from any angle. With this
situation, the fait of the Almajiri child is really gloomy as expressed below.

Children in their dozens are not only foundarani ng t he streets in th
of these innocent children have also been "exported” to other towns around the
country as house helps. Car parks, sidewalks, filling stations and other public places

have since been taken over by such children who epewkd of any form of formal

education or skill acquisition to ensure successful adulthood. Health workers say

they are vulnerable to diseases and social crimes. These beggar children are found

on major streets. In order to survive, they beg from dudiaten everyday. After

beggi ng, they return to their makarant a,
Almajiri child is present only as a begging street child. People of the society have

used the Almaijiri system to abuse the right of these innocddteshito traffic the

children for child labour, sometimes used for rituals; these children are vulnerable

to all source of diseases, unsafe conditions and to some extent expose them to
terrorism, thuggery and other menaces, to be used as social des$tuatat to

some extent also be used as sex hawkers or homosexuals in parti8ikgu,

2009

Statistics from the Ministerial Committee on Madrasah Education shows that theVMesth
zone has the highest enrolment 4,903 000 pupils, Nea#lt 2,657,767, arth Central 1,133,288,
South West 809,317 , South East 3,827 and S®athh 18,50@Akeju, 2009. This is quite
alarming and constitute a threat to all efforts towards societal reformation.

7. Findings
1. Parents in the rural areas find life very thoughhe North. Thisnakes the parents to
see the Almajiri schools as safety zones where they can give out their children to
the Malam; who will take them away and maintain them in the town at no cost,

2. Desert encroachment has been founchadke rural farming inhe North unable to support
the food requirement of the Almajiri schools. The last resort for the Malams then is to
relocate to urban centers where other means of livelihood could be sourced for.

3. There is total neglect of the child sent by his parent ttiseant town for learning the
Quran..

4. City life in most cases become hard to the Malam and his children. Hence the begging
trend of the children shift from food to begging for money or indulging in menial jobs;
that sometimes render the children prefyswil doers.

5. The Almaijiri child in the cities and towns virtually relies on his effort to survive.

8. Conclusion
There is no doubt in Nigeria today that the Almajiri system of education has become a social
nuisance. This is because it has derailed frisnhoriginal concept of seeking for the knowledge for
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the purpose of perfecting ones religion. The characteristics of a developing nation have greatly
contributed this unfortunate situation coupled with outright exclusion of the system from the
Cc 0 u nt wecatirsal plrthing. Nobody considers the failure of the children as a general societal
failure. Rather it limited to the parents alone. The government as well as all stakeholders of the
society fail to realize that these children would have made evenegreamtributions to the
development of our society if only they had been given the opportunity. Their potentials as future
leaders of our societies are being killed.

All concerned, therefore, owe a duty of rehabilitgtilhese young ones to lbesponsible
adults of our nation in the future.

9. Recommended Models for the Almajiri Child in Nigeria
The following models are hereby recommended for adoption for the emancipation of the
Almayjiri Child in Nigeria generally.

Model A

Objectives
1. To ensure that thehdd is not physically and mentally worn out as he grows into
adulthood, but remains healthy and employable.

2. To groom them into responsible teenagers with traditional phychomotor expertise, social
acceptance, cultural integrity and honest ambitions.

Strategies
1. Reaching the very roots of ignorance at the rural areas and uprooting them.

2. Integration of western and Islamic education. This approach will see to the completion of
the Qurdédan to coincide with the completic

3. Secondary education to go hand in hand with further studies into Islamic history and
practices, jurisprudence and Qurodéanic tr

4. At tertiary education level, the student is then left to choose whether to continue his
education on the Islamic Entowards careers such as Islamic law, education, economics
and social sciences or towards careers achievable through western education.

fal)

Expected Outcome
1. By providing the infrastructure to achieve this academic requirement at the village level,
there will be no justification for any Mallam with no visible means of livelihood to pack a
bunch of teenagers away from their parents to the city.

Management and sipervision
1. Enrolment into the schools and seeing that they meet specific academic targets can be
linked directly to the state education authority close to the model school.

2. T e a c hsa@aryband benefits can be attached to that of the village head undsg who
jurisdiction theschool islocated.

3. Both the education authorities and the village heads shall monitor and supervise closely
theoperation of the schools.

Sources of Funding
1. Government
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2. Wealthy Islamic nations towards the establishment of Almajirimiglga schools in all

nooks and crannies of the north.

3. Wealthy philanthropists

MODEL B

(Revised fromAhman and Kwasau, 2011)

Objectives

1.
2.

3.

Strategies
1.

2.
3.

10.

11.
12.

To rehabilitate the existing Almajiri Schools.

To modernize the schools, to some extent, in line with modern spatements while
remaining at the local place.

To eliminate the problem of feeding and medication as the major problems of the child in
the Almajiri school.

Identification of Almajiri schools and get the Malams (teacher)to agree to accejgahe
Take statistics of the entire children in the school.

Renovation of the entire house of the malam with particular emphasis on the classrooms
and sleeping places of the Almajiri children.

Provision of food and medication for the children and theitama Caution would,
however, need to be taken not to uplift their living standard beyond a reasonable good
living in a rural area. The fear, here, is that it can lead to serious psychological and
change management problems that would derail the prograause they may not be

able to sustain that level of lifestyle.

Instead, the Malams homes would be renovated and made more agreeable to the program.

The scarce funds would be put more on educational materials, food, medication and basic
needs of thé\lmajiri children including clothings.

Three meals would be provided for the children, their Malam (teacher) and his family on
daily basis based on a menu agreed upon by the school coordinator and the malams.

Three (3) women in the neighborhood would be employed as cooks. One each for
breakfast, lunch, and dinner. The cooks and their children can also feed on the meal and
in addition to their monthly salaries.

The strategy here is to use women who are widowdivimrce with young families or
poor married women who are desperate for the food and salary. With this strategy regular
food supply and poverty alleviation would be ensured to the members of the community.

Malams and their wives do not handle the funfise malams and teachers are paid
salaries and the strategy is to help them and their wives with micro credit to make them
self employed to sustain them after the children have graduated and would take away
their fear of losing the revenue they get fromcahiédren out of begging.

This would enable them focus on teaching and character formation of the children.

Gradual introduction of regular school and vocational coursks would be part of
sustainability strategy and to ensure that the children wddugte never in their lives go
back to begging. That would help create wealth and employment for them after
graduation.
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13.The Malams and their families would also be encouraged to undergo vocational skKill
training.

14.Local Skilled individuals in the commugi would be engaged. Eg. The carpenter,
plumber, welder, tailor, painter, baker, brick layer, mobile phone ,wrist watch,
refrigerator repairers, etc

15.The services of the National Youth Service Corp. (NYSC) members would be sought to
handle some of the vowanal and regular school courses free of charge. They would also
be required to handle some general discourses with the children on Nationalism, History
of Scientific Thinking, Individuals and the Society etc that would broaden the mental
horizon of the hildren.

Expected Outcome/Benefit
1. No need for building new structures with the scarce funds available.

2. The funds would be spent on the human beings to quickly get them out of poverty.

Management and supervision
Each Almajiri school has to have a schoabrebinator who would be the school supervisor or

administrator. He or she is the key critical success factor. The funds would go through them to the
malams and children. They would also be the ones to monitor the cooks, teachers and make sure th
children ae attending all their lessons. Implementation and monitoring would be easy since we have
single ind.ividual in charge that would be held accountable.

Sources of Funding
1. Government

2. Wealthy Islamic nations towards the establishment of Almajiri Islamiyyaddshn all
nooks and crannies of the north.

3. Wealthy philanthropists
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Abstract

Dikir baratis an art form which is both traditional and popular in Kelantan. It involves solo
and group singing, hand clapping, synchronized body and hand movements, accompanied by
percussion instruments. One unique aspect of dikir barat is when songs or verses\@rsed
extemporaneously by the singer during a compée
are not predetermined and may range from the
made it a suitable means of disseminating informatiot iastilling values to the masses. The
government saw this potential, and dikir bara
promoted through the media as one of Mal aysi ¢
were broadcastedn national TV and its songs played on the airwaves. From its humble origins in
the kampongs of Kelantan, dikir barat was suddenly pushed into the limelight and became known
nationwide. Schools and universities began to form their own dikir barat graugs and video
recordings further popularized dikir barat and made it a marketable cultural commodity with a
thriving CD and VCD industry in Kelantan. Dikir barat also goes online. Albums, performances and
artists are promoted through the Internet, weid@gs and videos are freely uploaded on YouTube
and other sites. This paper hopes to provide a descriptive account and preliminary analysis of the role
played by the media in the transformation of dikir barat, against the backdrop of the changing
cultural,social and political dynamics of Malaysia.

Keywords: dikir barat, Malay, media, modernization
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Introduction

Myexnei ghbour és son in Kota Bh asomethiwglad ydui k e
would find in many cities throughout Malaysia. He loveg tas's, fancy clothes, and loud music
the effects of globalization. These are viewed as the symbols of success and modariiemng

6cool &6 and oOhipéo. However, instead of the wus
speakers; the only @de down beat sounds were made by the gotigg gong of the dikir barat. How
could a young man, ' i ving in an ermda naft ewlcaitl t
with satell i t-®hodey MV, codddobe dblivipes,to tHe barragevestern music
(including local mainstream tunes) and still listens to a musical genre that is almost a century old?
Probably to him, and many others in Kelantar

encounters with the thundering sounds ofrdilarat emanating from his car (sometimes as early as
six in the morning), questions started to linger in my mind as to how this art form not only survives
to this day but is gaining popularity among the younger generation in Kelantan.

An all female dkir barat group from Universiti Malaysia Kelantan.
(Photograph: Ahmad Humaizi, 2010)

Dikir barat is categorized as a traditional Malay art form originated from the east coast state
of Kelantan (Mohd Ghazali Abdullah, 1995; Azmi Mohd Nasir, 2006). lbives solo and choral
singing, hand clapping, synchronized body and hand movements (sometimes even dance)
accompanied by percussion instruments. A dikir barat group is made up of solo singers called jogho
(leader) and tukang karut (composer of improvisgitd), a group of about 130 chorus singers
called awokawok and 45 musicians playing the rebana, canang, gong and maracas. The most
unique aspect of dikir barat is when songs or verses are composed extemporaneously by the tukan:
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karut during a competdan with another group. This is where the true talent (or lack of it) of the
tukang karut is revealed to the audience. The
asZaharan Razak (2008) describesiitc an r ange f r o mound(eventifonlywintadl t ¢
at), the satirical to the barely risqué and ribald, with stock human follies and social foibles being fair

gameo (zveloyak. bl ogspot. com). Occasionally ¢
from the stage into the awfice, ending with a few black eyes (Grace Chen, 2007). Unlike Mak
Yong and Wayang Kulit, where the audience 1is

mundane everyday life, with trivial matters such as marriage and family issues. Forcrét te

the profane; it mirrors the temporal nature of everyday life in Kelantan, in Schechnerian term, from
the o6rawnesso6 of | i febs experiences, it is 0
2003). This is described by Zaharan Razak (2008

APerhaps one of the greatest appeals of di
subject or mundane object and bring it to life inviting the audience to look at the

familiar with humour or in a new light. Dikir barat practitioners would rant and

wail about water buffaloes running loose, frogs creating a ruckus in the night and

house geckoes | iving their separate | ives
sheepishly, or knowingly, listening Munirah (yes there are female practitioners

too) taking a risqué dig at the lack of birth control in "Anak tok de besar, nok boleh

hok lainpulokfi (t he c¢hi | d(zvhlayak.blggspbt.camp gr o w)

Oral tradition forms the bedrock of the creative dynamism sarstiainability of dikir barat,
and as a symbolic continuation of the tradition in Kelantan. Its tales are weaved with such skill and
spontaneity by the tukang karut, resembling a master dalang (puppeteer) of the old days. The use o
the Oo6wittyyoMdITayn, v arode ) known as pantun or
2004) and the act of berbalas pantun or verse debates between opposing tukang karut shows the det
rootedness of dikir barat in this ancient Malay literary expression.

Kelantan has alays been the bastion not only of Malay traditional culture but also Islamic
education. Known as Serambi Mekah or the veranda of Mecca, for centuries it has been known as &
centre for Islamic learning and scholarship. Although Islam prohibits the consaropadcohol and
the free mixing of the opposite sexes, the government was tolerant to the religious needs of non
Muslim minorities. Today, except for a few karaoke outlets in Kota Bharu, entertainment joints such
as bars, nightclubs or cinemas are vitjuabn-existent. Stage shows or concerts are also rare due to
the strict entertainment rulings imposed by the state government. Dikir barat thus provides an
alternative for Muslim youths looking for lively entertainment and social gathering, an avenue for
them to express themselves in a creative way. It is one of the few legal forms of live entertainment
left for the general public in the state of Kelantan.

Dikir barat today is not only popular in its place of origin, but has been well received
throughout he nation. Although still being shunned by the mainstream music industry, its popularity
still spills over into countries such as Singapore and Brunei, not so much for its songs but as a
vehicle for cultural and youth activities. From its humble beginniagisan art form played in
kampongs during weddings, dikir barat has become a marketable cultural commodity with a thriving
CD and VCD industry. Scores of popular artists such as Cikgu Sulizi, Halim Yazid and Munirah
mushroomed, each with his or her unicai@e. Dikir barat has also branched into different genres,
with new songs performed by a solo or duet artists with modern music accompafimemaper
hopes to provide a descriptive account and preliminary analysis of the role played by the media in
the transformation of dikir barat, against the backdrop of the changing cultural, social and political
dynamics of Malaysia.
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History

The origin of dikir barat is still obscure. There are a number of theories regarding its history
and development. One oftheo st popul ar theory points to Pat
probable birthplace, where it is called dikir karut (Mohd Ghazali Abdullah, 1995). This was
obviously due to the term barat which refers to the Malay region of southern Thailandvedowe
opinions differ as to which area of southern Thailand did it originated from. A place called Pulau
Kerengge in Narathiwat, Southern Thailand was mentioned and dikir barat was said to have been
introduced by a person named Pak Sa to Kelantan in 19@Aslalso said to be the inspiration of
|l ocal cowboys during the 19306s and al so deve
(ibid.). Another name, Haji Mat Salleh (192006), better known as Mat Leh Tapang or Pak Leh
Tapang from Kampung Tapangas also believed by many to be the inventor of dikir barat which
was influenced by the dikir from Patani (Abdul Hadi Yusuf, 2006). Even the term tukang karut was
said to have been Mat Leh Tapangbés i dea.a He
number of other tukang karut such as Dollah, Wahid, Zakanang Ikan Duyung, Seman Wau
Bulan and Hussin Keling. These pantun was officially knowdikis during the 1940s and a decade
later Pak Leh Tapang was already a well known performer througletartan.

Pak Leh Tapang (Utusan Malaysia, 2006)

Parody and Familiar Tunes

Dikir barat often uses lagu cedok or familiar melodies to accompany its songs. This is called
Karut Matang and is one of the most important elements in dikir barat (Ahmad Fathiripb2007).
These famous tunes include mainstream pop, Hindustani, Dangdut and traditional Malay songs
which are normally rearranged and sung in Kel
Yankovic did to Michael 1UR&&k&x0.n06Si mMmiBleart tld ol
Sarawak, this parody of familiar songs goes down well with listeners, making them memorize the

songs faster and easier. One example is Cikgu
a Kelantanese) whichisased on the traditional song #AJon
famous 706s song ASeiring dan Sejaland (Side
which was used in the di kir song fiSapo Dale J

Profanities
Dikir barat reveals the paradoxical nature of Kelantanese society. The outward portrayal of
religiosity and piety is at times contradictory to the undercurrents of the society. As pointed by Eddin
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Khoo, defiance does exist within the masses against sthtéep and this is illustrated in the high
number of attendees to wayang kulit performances, now considered an undergroifalasaz

Abdul Aziz, 2006).This refusal to be drawn into the religpoo | i t i c a l Asi mplifie
communi tsy@ lceanseadn i n the O6unlslamicbé el ement .
have dikir artists such as Cikgu Sulizi singing about the importance of respect and kndwiedge
tandem with the teachings of Isldmwve also have Seman Wau Bulan and Pek Tsing lurid sex

and profanities on the other. Although scorned by the authorities and members of the public, the
existence and use of profanities in dikir barat shows the creative audacity of the Kelantanese. Similar
to contemporary rap and hip hop nwsi the U.S., these sexually explicit lyrics have become part of

the whole appeal of dikir barat, which resulted in its temporary proscription in 1998. Some argued
that these lyrics have deeper meanings which are meant as social critiques, addrepadittbaa
audience that accepts it openly and ligbartedlyl

Dikir Barat as Media

When the Islamic opposition party PAS ruled Kelantan in 1990, new rulings on the
performing arts were imposed which brought about the banning of public performanktsk of
Yong and Wayang Kulit, which was deemed Oun
convenient way in which information can be disseminated to the public. It was then utilised by the
state government as a means of promoting Islamic values arigldéifda an article in the New Strait
Times (1996), the Chief Minister of Kelantan,
should not only be regarded as a form of entertainment, but also [as] a means to disseminate
i nf or mat i on agh $upjgct to adtemporady Iprodeription in May 1998 on the grounds that
organi zers turned <concerts into fAa form of
indecently dressed female performers am®), frece
dikir barat was allowed to be performed provided that certain guidelines were met. Islamic themed

songs filled the market as Brennan (2001) rec
was a substantial quantity of overtly dakwaleonit ed songso (pp. 308). O
Sulizi®Surmstontgl ah 1|l muo ai med at instilling g

Today dikir barat are being used by authorities to disseminate information regarding drugs abuse,
forest consrvation, nationalism, the importance of the Malay language, the learning of English and
raci al unity wunder the Al Malaysiad concept.
ministry saw dikir barat performed by 5000 people and went into thayisial Book of Recor@s

Transforming Dikir Barat

Dikir barat went through a number of stages in its evolution against a backdrop of political,
social and economic changes throughout the past half century. Form its humble beginnings in the
kampongs ofKelartan; dikir barat was shoved into the limelight by the state media and
organizations, resulting in its nationalization and transformation. It created two versions of the art
foomit he f ol k and the o6official 6 o nhat@theatraditmmala | i z
art forms such as ronggeng (Tan, 2005) and zapin (Mohd Anis, 1990) went through. To a certain
extent, dikir barat was sterilized, formalized, institutionalized and proudly presented to the world as a
Malaysian national heritage.

National Culture Policy
The aftermath of the May 1969 racial riots saw the government taking steps in trying to forge
better relations among the main races in the country. Besides the affirmative action in bridging the

! According to an informant, the profanities are not meant to arouse but as a sincere and direct way of conveying a
message in a song, which was well understood and received by the rural folks
2 The Malaysian version of the famous Guinness Book of WorldiRlsc
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economic gap between the ethnic Maland the Chinese minority through the implementation of
the New Economic Policy in 1971, the National Culture Policy was also introduced. This new policy
was a guideline in an effort to assimilate the different races, to mould a Malaysian cultura} identit
based on the indigenous Malay <culture or cu
countries such amdonesia, the Philippines, Singapore, Brunei, Thailand, Cambodia and the South
Pacific IslandsHowever, elements from other cultures deemethisle may be accepted as part of
national culture, which is based on Islamic values. This was followed by the establishment of
Kumpulan Budaya Negara (National Culture Group) in Kuala Lumpur under the Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sports in 1972. twashe st art of a rigorous effort
traditional performing arts under one roof, to nurture future professional artists, and perform to local
and international audiences (Tan, 2005). Subsequently, the Kompleks Budaya bietational
Cultural Complex was built to institutionalize, guard, nationalize and propagate the Malay
performance traditions. The policy was also implemented with the help of public universities where
Malay performing arts were included in the curricnland activities (Tan, 1993).

Inter -State Migration

During the New Economic Policy between 1971 and 1990, Kelantanese youths started to
migrate out of the state due to economic and education reasons (Ishak Shari, 1994). Many settled ir
states ofTerengganu, Pahang and Selangor (Skeek Saw, 2007), and even countries such as
Singapore (Makiko Hanami, 2002) and Brunei. These youths banded together and formed dikir barat
groups to entertain themselves. Kelantanese construction workers in Singapegeeven
encouraged by their employers to perform dikir barat as a means of monitoring their activities (Mohd
Nawi3, personal communication, 2010). Performances were conducted in universities by
Kelantanese students, thus spurring tremendous interesganuments from other states. Unlike the
more complex and elaborate performance structure of Mak Yong and Wayang Kulit with their
inherently imbued spiritual innuendos, Dikir Barat is largely secular and can be easily learnt. This
was further encouraged liversities and government authorities, as part of the national cultural
agenda in forging better ties and understanding among races, besides promoting dikir barat as &
nati onal heritage. These Kelantanese adddndaspoa
promotion of dikir barat. The federal government also saw the potential of dikir barat among the
youths.

Radio and Television

The growing popularity of dikir barat in and outside of Kelantan made it a suitable medium
for the Malaysian government treach the masses. In 1964, the first district radio station, Radio
Malaysia Kota Bharu officially went on air where traditional Kelantanese music was promoted,
reaching listeners as far as southern Thailand, northern Terengganu and Pahang. Dikitebarat la
became a regular fixture not only on local radio but the entire nation in the early 1970s broadcasted
by Radio Malaysia (The Straits Times, 1973). Competitions are regularly organized at state and
national levels to not only encourage participation agnthe youth but also to promote certain
national agendas.

In 1974, Radio Televisyen Malaysia (RTM) a state owned media organization organized the
Pertandingan Dendang Rakyat or the folk arts competition, involving group performances such as
boria and diki barat. This was the turning point for dikir barat where its performance structure and
style was formalized to suit the needs of television broadcasting. The traditional circular position of
the awakawak was replaced with them sitting in horizontal rdasng the audience. New glittery

 Mohd Nawi, 56, is an abstract expressionist painter and lecturer who hails from Kuala Kerai, Kelantan.
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uniformed costumes, and competition rules were also introduced and performance themes were
determined by the organizers.

Recording Industry

Recordings of Malay songs began in the early 20th century and by the 192093fsd 1
gramophone recordings of popular bangsatxsamgs were available in major towns of Malaya (Tan,
1993). This was followed by recordings of songs from famous Malay films of the 1940s and 1950s.
Dikir barat was probably recorded as early as 1953 by Rddlaya as part of a project to build a
sound library (The Straits Times, 1953). The opening of Radio Malaysia Kota Bharu in 1964 further
encouraged the recordings of dikir barat and it further flourished in the 1970s and 1980s. This was
due to the exposarof dikir barat performances on state television in the mid 1970s which had a
wide ranging effect on the art form. Individual dikir barat stars began to emerge and were capitalized
by a small recording industry in Kelantan. Audio cassettes started mdygeplaced by CDs and
now include VCDs. These recordings further popularized dikir barat not only in Kelantan but
throughout the country. Halim Yazid, one of the famous artists, was reported to have sold 20,000
copies of his Al nnpvaBe0Dd) al Wutmh ( Gr atbu@benand
could easily have outsold many famous mainstream artists and due to his popularity, he now
commands a fee of RM3000 for &h8ur show (ibid.).

Music Videos and Karaoke

Although the use of visuals to@mpany a piece of music was already used for decades, it
was during the early 1980s that the term Amu
These videos were mainly promotional tools aired on television to introduce new singles and albums.
The past two decades saw the emergence of music videos in the Malaysian music industry, usually
toget her wintend ardénkiamuasoke version of popul ar
and this has changed the way Kelantanese enjoy this higipulgr folk art. Although the
involvement of women in dikir barat is not new, the advent of music videos further fuelled the
emergence of new young female artists, but not without arising controversies. Some see this as ar
encroachment i ory @and @reating rupneo@ssarny driction among practitioners.
Suddenly, the world of dikir barat now has its own raunchy VCD version, with girls doing the
controversial and sexually provocative gerudi Inul déneefeat which no female artist dares to do
in Kuala Lumpur. One such group is called Jagoh comprising of young female singers and has

produced a series of hot selling VCDO6s. |l ssue
as to whether this new phenomenon is dikir barat or just laghatadaerah (folk songs) (Mastika,
2010). Al though it may seem to devibadseassthatio m t

is still considered as dikir barat, as a separate genre within the tradition (personal communication,
2010).

The Internet

The internet is another avenue in which dikir barat is heavily promoted. Numerous websites
on dikir barat can be found, allowing the free downloading of songs, videos and providing rooms for
discussions among enthusiasts. Concert dates, competértinkes and discussions regarding dikir
barat can be found in websites such as dikirbarat.net, dikirbarat.com anébaditisuper
resources.com. YouTube is also used to upload performances and promote new artists and songs. ,
random search on the siteoduced more than 3,000 hits and up to 379,000 views on some popular
videos. Halim Yazid has his own site halimyazid.com and a Facebook fan page for promotional

* Malay opera, usually performed in major towns of Malaya.
®> A dance made famous by controversial Indonedamgdutsinger Inul
® A professor athe Heritage Department, Universiti Malaysia Kelantan specializing in the performing arts of Kelantan

33



Scottish Journal of Arts, Social Scienceand Scientific Studies- ISSN 20471278
http://scottishjournal.co.uk

purposes. Cikgu Sulizi too formed his own company SLZ Production to market not only his albums
but also musical instruments and constumes on the internet. He also provides consultation services
and classes on dikir barat. This use of the internet is clearly aimed at enlarging the young, educatec
and urban fan base, not just in Kelantan but the winatien.

Conclusion
In an interview with the Economist in 1995, Tengku Razaleigh Hamzah, a Kelantan prince
and Member of Parl i ament claimed that Ai n Ma

accept any development, whatever the cost to theagment. InKelantanwe r esi s30)0 ( p |
This resistance is also evident in the area of performing arts. When the federal government declarec
wayang kulit as a national art form in 1971, many practitioners resisted the attempt to sterilise and
assimiate it into the national mainstream (Fauwaz Abdul Aziz, 2006). However, this resistance to
the west coast mainstream political and cultural hegemony was not apparent in the case of dikir
barat, and this has contributed to its creative dynamism. Whilggfihe vacuum left by the dying

arts of Mak Yong, Wayang Kulit and Menora, as performative manifestation of Kelantanese identity,
di kir bar at readily accepted the federal go
competitions were organized rdgrly and even televised nationwide, allowing an avenue for greater
creative expression and innovatiora chance to be national stars. Similar to the music of Latin
America and the Cari bbean, di kir barat ndas 7
accepted as a national cultural heritage (see Tan, 2005 and Mohd Anis, 1990). Intense competition
and rivalry resulted in groups donning new glittering costumes and introducing new choreographies

in their performances. D iirk Kelantath andeat the presentaPAS o
administration in its efforts to promote the-alicompassing Islamic cultural identity. In spite of this
newly Ainvented traditiond (Hobsbawm, 2003: 1
remains unchanged thglii the language.

The Kelantanese dialect, I's assumed by Zu

component in the ethnolinguistic formation for the people of Kelantan in the process of constructing
an inclusive sense of statehood and also of mainta ng member shi p of bei nc
This is crucial in the expansion of dikir barat as not only a traditional art form, but also as popular
culture and in creating a new Kelantanese i de
art form and would determine its creative trajectory. The successes of Halim Yazid and Cikgu Sulizi
in the national front have become the source of inspiration and symbols of pride for Kelantanese.
Nevertheless, it would be difficult to overshadow the yndikir barat groups in its motherland,

who are performing at grassroots levels while still addressing local isghesvery foundation in

which dikir barat was built upon.

The myriad of issues and styles used in dikir barat has made it a vibrantcaimdyext form.
From traditional to popular, it has transformed itself and adapted to the social dynamics of its
surroundings with the help of the media. It branched and ventured into different territories, created
new genres- including controversies- and exploited for economic and political reasons.
Nevertheless, dikir barat may well be their last bastion and hope, the last man standing in the battle
between traditional culture and beliefs, and the Islamic drivenqmbshial social restructuring
process in this era of a borderless world.

" Estimated at around 100 by Pedikir, a dikir barat association based in Kelantan.
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Abstract
One main goal of community radio stations is to provide for the information needs of people in their
coverage areas. This may be in the form of news, educative programmes and discussions. However
such laudable aims are hardly met. This is partly because sninority interests such as persons
with disabilities (PWDs) are not sufficiently addressed. Though there is evidence about
di scrimination against PWDs in the media, p a
quite limited. Notably any fon of discrimination in the media engenders discriminatory attitudes,
which cannot unite people to engage in activities aimed at improving the quality of their lives. The
study examines the quality of &éTe L anheataionKpi e
as part of its core mandate. The survey research method was used for the study. The study found ot
that not only was there few programmes on disability issues, but also respondents were not aware o
the stationbs poliacy udredPWbsat hhe@ghetukxposmur
Kpiebud does not necessarily |l ead to a greate
advocated on the programme. It is recommended that Radio Progress and the Ghana Network o
CommunityRadio create policies, which give priority to PWDs in programming and participation in
decisionmaking processes on issues of disability.

Keywords: Community Radio, Development Programme, Discriminatory Attitudes, Minority
Interests, PWDs
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Introduction

Background

Radio as mediated oral mode of expression, has a greater potential for interactive behaviour
than print press, and more naturally conveys human emotions (Yankah, 2004:24). Interest in the use
and appeal of radio became prominent in the 1940s wtushes first identified characteristics of
radio programmes and their audiences (Rubin, 1989). Through quiz shows for example, listeners
compete without threat in the privacy of their homes and boost theesgedém. With time, varied
formats (which ielude the use of phosien Y OXi popul i o, t ext messagi
specifically aimed at making the programmes livelier, interpersonal and interactive have been
introduced in radio broadcast programmes, specifically talk programmes in Ghana.

There has been considerable evolution in the thinking about communication for development
discourse over the years. Berrigan describes early concepts of development communication as
foll ows: fBecause communi cat i on $asimeasbeen orctieen r
use of mass communication: messages flowing from capital cities to the periphery. In most cases,
feedback from the communities is limited. What happen to the message, its impact and attitude of
those at the receiving end, were mtken i nt o accounto (1979:7).
the content of programming was decided centrally, based on the opinions of relatively small group of
people as to what rural people needed and wanted to know. To add to this, Dragon hates thal o o
often communication was mistakenly conceived as propaganda or, in the best scenario, as
information disseminated, but seldom seen as dialogue (2001:9). Since the 1980s, there has been
significant shift in how communication for development iSrokd.

In the new understanding, communication for development is moving away from technology
transfer, adoption and diffusion processpes tc
of ar mer to farmerd and 0O0gr awhich is currently faphéomable, c i p
often involves the uses of communication media which not only enablevddyacommunication,
dialogue from periphery to centre, but which are based upon dialogue.

In Ghana, notwithstanding the lifting of the ban againsvgbei media in 1992, which
permitted the emergence of dozens of small newspapers, virtually nothing was happening in attempts
at starting community radio stations. It was not until 1995 that there was an indication of the
deregulation of broadcasting in Gteby the then Frequency Allocation Board (nhow known as
National Communication Authority)By that time, only three stations of the now 13 community
radio stations namely, Radio Ada in the Greater Accra Region, Radio Peace in Winneba in the
Central Regionand Radio Progress in Wa in the Upper West Region, were established. During a
community media meeting of the three stations in September 1999, a proposal was made for the
formation of an association of Community Radio Stations in Ghana. Ford Foundation,
international NGO provided seed funding for the formation of the association. In December 1999, a
workshop was organized to lay the foundation of the network and to build the concept of community
radio and to draw guidelines for the Ghana Community &Ratktwork (GCRN). GCRN is a
member of a WorldVide body of community radio stations called AMARC. AMARC is a French
acronym that stands for the World Association of Community Radio Broadcasters. The association
was launched as a movement in 1983 anddtimad into an organization in 1988.

Fourteen years after the introduction of the operation of CR in Ghana one wonders whether
the thirteen CR stations actually understand the concept of CR very well, and whether they are
mainstreaming issues of PWDs intioeir regular broadcast programmes in order to meet their

fi®OX populd : Voices of people recorded in connected pigegarding their views on issues and played in major
radio broadcast programme
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information needs. According to Diedong and Naaikuur (2012, 1) even though many African
countries have had their own historical process of establishing a community radio movements,
Ghana is a partidarly interesting case. Though community members in whose interests CR are
established seem very excited to receive information from CR and occasionally air their views on
some programmes, they hardly understand the concept of CR. According to the Bsmbibfon of
Community Radios (AMARC), a community radi o0s
This type of participation is not limited to sending messages to the public. It is an agent for social
change, cultural development and democratisatRRriceDavies, E. & Tacchi, 2001). This implies

that for every community broadcaster a democratic dimension; popular participation in the
management of the station and in the production of programmes is important (Naaikuur,
2005:20). There are some gera principles or characteristics, which several experts agree are
fundamental to the operations of good and successful community radio (Fraiser & Sonia-2001:18
Juneau, 1997). These include community ownership and democratic management of the radio
staions.

This kind of radio is unique, both in style, content and orientation (Naaikuur, 2004).
Community radio stations are rural inclined. Ghaitegoe (2010: 9) seems to share this point when
he says: ACommunity radi o yadaommunities ofshe cowney. ltmar g
members of staff are essentially volunteers. It ispalitical, non sectarian, limited by guarantee
and therefore not for profit.o Community Rad
providing educatiorio the marginalized and/or isolated rural communities, providing information to
the people on health, agriculture, seemnomic awareness and entertainment in the areas of
cultural and traditional values of its audience, ensuring the maximum partaipaticommunity
members in radio concerning democracy and free expression to communal, rural and national
development issues.

Unlike the private, commercial and stawned (public) radio, community radios are non
profit but development oriented. They agpported by NoiGovernmental Organisations (NGOSs),
CommunityBased Organisations (CBOs), benevolent or charitable groups, individual members
within its coverage area, Radio Fun Clubs and locally generated funds feugetirt. Most of the
workers on sch stations are volunteers who lend their support for community development.

ADemocratic communication in practice implies
from the communities served by t heanaudiehceaora T h ¢
mar ket ; rather, they are intimately invol vec

(Hochheimer, 2002: 321).

Profile of 6Te L a-existanae), & Pevebopmeidt Progtamme o€ BWDs

In Ghana, the liberalization of the wmves has brought about the establishment of many
private radio stations. Such a development has particularly served commerce, business and politics
However, the media need to contribute to social transformation of society by facilitating processes,
which would ensure that the marginalized in society are given a voice in the process of development
in the country is an uphill task. In 1998 Radio Progress introdiiced e Lant aaa Kp
programme, which aimed at giving voice to PWDs to express themsdlgaswahat they consider
as attitudes of discrimination and stigmatization against them, and to advocate for the
implementation of laws that have been made by the government to promote theiaglbf the
di sabl ed. 0Te Lant aa Kexistenteuin the Dadgnare language.ais an o
interactive breakfast talkadio programme which is broadcast every Tuesday at 6:30 am. It aims at
providing information and enlightenment essentially on various mattepoth locally and
internationally affectind®WDs. It is a sockzultural, educative programme, packed with information
and thoughprovoking discussions on topics that affect persons with disabilities in their life
experiences and how they can draw inspirations from them to enable them live De#er.
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programme features prominent resource persons knowledgeable and interested in disability issues
The programme is presented live, and sometimesrqm@ded, and rebroadcast at scheduled
programme time by a team of producers.

Theoretical Framework

Development Media

Development Media theory, according to Folarin (2005) was added in 1987 by Denis
McQuiail, to the four traditional theories of the prasshoritarian, libertarian, soviebmmunist, and
social responsibility theories as propounded by &igBeterson,and Schramm in 1956. Folarin
(2005: 45) reported that the devel opment medi
the press that are conventionally classified together as developing countries or Third World
countries. Accordingg Fol arin, 6at the time the theory b
certain common circumstances or characteristics of developing countries that make it difficult to
apply the other normative theories to the press therein. These include:

1 Absenceor inadequate supply of requisite communication infrastructure;

1 Relatively limited supply of requisite professional skills;

1 Relative lack of cultural production resources;

1 Relatively limited availability of mediditerate audiences;

1 Dependence on the ddweped world for technology, skill and cultural products.

0Thesed O6common characteristicsdd vary gre
to be more homogenous in one respect: their primary aim in media use is development. They also
tendtogivepr i ority to theories that emphasi se gra
development media theory, as summed up by McQuail (1987, p.121), and as quoted by Folarin and
Daramola in Popoola (2012:29) include:

1. Media must accept and carry outsfive developmentasks in line with nationally
establishegbolicy.

2. Freedom of the media should be open to economic priorities and development needs of
the society.

3. In the interest of development ends, the state has a right to intervene in, ormesdiact
operation; and devices of sponsorship, subsidy and direct control can be justified.

The Concept of Disability

According to Barton (in Camilleri, 1998) How disability is defined is of crucial importance.
The presuppositions informing particular defioms can be offensive and provide the basis of
stereotyping and stigmatization. In most countries, at least one person out of 10 is disabled by
physical, mental or sensory impairment, and at least 25 per cent of any population as adversely
affected bylie presence of disability (WPA, 1988).

In reality there are no such sharp parameters, but different individuals possess a range of
abilities to differing degrees. For example, visual ability ranges from people witipedact 20/20
vision through to thas who need glasses, or who have restricted vision even using glasses, to those
who can see nothing at all. The same is true of all other types of impairments, from people with
minimal hearing loss, to others who are profoundly deaf from birth, from pedble little limited
mobility to others who are completely confined to a bed, finally there are people with minimal
learning impairment to those with profound learning impairments. The truth is, we all have a range
of abilities and limitations and thesesabled persons are no different. This information can lead us
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to two conclusions disabled people are not a small, marginalized minority but a significant section
of the public and as such, they are also directly consumers of media products, andydsabilery
ordinary part of life.

Unfortunately, it is the commonly accepted myths and stereotypes about disabled people that
make disability an extraordinary thing. The common assumptions about disability focus on the
di sabl ed per s onladeed,ltre n&gatieefterms most fretjuerdlys used to describe

di sabl ed people include: 6crippledo, Ohandi c
di sabl ed i ndividual 6s bi ol ogi cal (or medi cal
dsabl ed persons |l ess favorably with their (r
o0politically correcté designations, such as,

needs, point to the disahblnedd vp arusad s da psd rotcre
and the community. At best disabled people are viewed as having special needs, at worst they are
vi ewed-vabki &9 M, or 6handi capped?éd. According t

wrong with these termst is simply that their meaning has been substantially devalued by societal
perceptions of disabled people; in short they have been turned into terms of abuse.

It would be hard to oveestimate the damage caused by these negative terms and the
resultant egative images of disabled people. It is also important to stress that in the same way as
members of minority groups and women have recognized the power of the language and imagery
used in the media and the way this can have a direct positive, or neggiae on their lives, so
too, disabled people are sensitive to the ways in which they are represented in words, pictures anc
sound on the mass medi a. For instance, the w
disabled people as passive objest§ char ity always with their-r |
individuals contributing to society. Unfortunately, many of the definitions of disabled people and
disability have been created by ndisabled, who tend to equate disability with the individéas
physical and/or intellectual impairments. That is, they focus on the biological or medical aspect. So
widespread is this belief that it is biological impairment and lack of function which create disability,
that the World Health Organization in the lgadi980s based its own definitions on these
assumptions. The whole focus of this viewpoint is on the individual and their perceived inadequacy.

However, over the last twenty years this viewpoint has been systematically and widely
rejected by disabled pe@pland their organizations. They argue that by focusing on individual
medical inadequacies, the-soa | | ed &éd medi c al model 6 of disabil
responsible for any difficulties they may encounter during the course of their dagy Avthe same
time it totally ignores the restrictive environments and disabling barriers created, not by the disabled
persons, but by a society in general. Thus, disabled persons have come to agree that disability is
mostly the result of social causds.this way, disabled people have come to agree that the term;

0i mpairmentd refers to i ndi-vwheheaghysigal intelecwal,, f
sensory, or hidden, while the term othkepatini | it
the normal life of the community on an equal level with others due to physical and social barriers.
This shift of emphasis identifies the main c
which penalizes those who do not confoorableb o di ed percepti ons of no
Therefore, a major contributory factor to d
di scriminationd against disabled peopl e. I n t

perpetuating stereotypes, prejudice, or in educating the public towards a more understanding,
positive attitude vis a vis disabled people.

The Disability Act, 2006 (Act 715) and UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disability
does not say anythingobaut how the media should relate to the PWDs or the nature of
reportage on issues of disability in Ghaidde UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
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Di sabilities enj oins the State to né. undert
measuresencouraging all organs of the media to portray persons with disabilities in a manner
consistent with the purpose of the present Cc
the state to encourage the mass media including the providers ofatifmirthrough the internet, to

make their services accessible to persons with disabilities. However, in Ghana major media policy
documents such as the Print Media Guide and Broadcast Standards are quite silent on stipulating
clear guidelines on how disaityl should be covered by the media. Ayiku (2014) has noted that it is
rare to find PWDs as part of mainstream media programmes in Ghana.

Discrimination and Media

The problems of disabled persons in various communities have become prominent that
people wih disability have come to know that the problems they face are due to institutional
discrimination and that media distortion of the experiences of disability contribute significantly to
the discriminatory process. The type of discrimination encounterelisbiled people is not simply
a question of individual prejudice, though this is a common view, it is institutionalized in the very
fabric of our society. Research by the British Council of Organizations of Disabled People (BCODP)
shows that institutionadliscrimination- attitudes and policies which deny basic human rights and
equal opportunities to disabled peoplés evident in education, employment, the benefit system,
support services, the built environment, the leisure industry, and the media.

Steredype assumptions about disabled people are based on superstition, myths and beliefs
from earlier less enlightened times. They are inherent to our culture and persist partly because they
are constantly reproduced through the communications media. We bearindésability through the
media and in the same way that racist or sexist attitudes, whether implicit or explicit, are acquired
through the 'normal’ learning process, so too are negative assumptions about disabled people. While
the media alone cannot held responsible for this situation its impact should not be underestimated.
Whilst there is dispute about the level of influence the mass media has on our perceptions of the
world there are few who believe that it does not have any. There is, for exangaspread concern
among the general public about the long term effects of broadcasting and the ssguiaially on
children (Barnes, 1992).

Commonly recurring media stereotypes about disabled people can be traced to classical
Greek era (Barnes, 1992)hus, the link between impairment and all that is socially unacceptable
was first established in classical Greek theatre. Today there are a number of cultural stereotypes
which perpetuate this linkage. However, these depictions are not mutually exdresjuently one
will be linked to another. The disabled person as evil, for example, is often combined with the
disabled person as sexually degenerate. The point is that the overall view of disabled people is
decidedly negative and a threat to the widing of the nordisabled community (Sarpong 1974,
Franzen Bjorn 1990). Barnes (1992) noted some media related stereotypes of people with disability
as follows:

The Disabled Person as Pitiable and Pathetic

The media tend to portray the disabled persoragstiable object that needs support to
survive. This is exhibited in adverts for support to the disabled. This is evidenced and reinforced by
the alarming growth of TV charity shows and other programmes which encourage pity so that the
nondisabled publiccan feel bountiful. It is a regular feature of popular fiction; overtly dependent
disabled people are included in storylines to depict anetharacter's goodness and sensitivity. The
disabled person is frequently portrayed as especially endearingcitoegen greater feelings of
sentimentality as opposed to genuine compassion. At the sametime, they are reminded that disabled
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iv.

people's welbeing is dependent solely upon the benevolence of others. This is a recurrent theme in
all media depictions ofigability.

This entirely negative view of disabled people appears regularly in the news-rhetiaon
television and in the press. Pictures of disabled individuals, frequently children, in hospitals or
nursing homes are repeatedly flashed across ouscf&ens perpetuating the myth that disability is
synonymous with illness and suffering.

The Disabled Person as an Object of Violence

In reality disabled people are often subject to violent abuse bydmabled people and this
is frequently reflected ithe media. Besides contributing to and underlining the mistaken belief that
disabled people are totally helpless and dependent such imagery helps perpetuate this violence
Throughout history disabled people have been the victims of violence. The damehs and the
Romans were enthusiastic advocates of infanticide for disabled children. In medieval Europe
disability was associated with evil and witchcraft. In some areas the persecution and murder of
disabled people was approved by Religious leadensekample, Martin Luther (1488546), the
Protestant Reformer, said he saw the Devil in disabled children and recommended killing them.
Since the industrial revolution similar practices have been sanctioned by science and, to some extent
the media.

The Disabled Person as Atmosphere or Scenario

Disabled people are sometimes included in the storylines of films and TV dramas to enhance
a certain atmosphere, usually one of menace, mystery or deprivation, or to add character to the visua
impact of the produadn. This dilutes the humanity of disabled people by reducing them to objects of
curiosity. Take for instance the classic horror film 'Frankenstein' starring Boris Karl. To amplify the
overall sense of menace the flmmakers included a 'hunchback’, Fie@ay@s Frankenstein's only
servant. The character does not appear in Mary Shelley's original novel. Fritz's role in the film is also
significant because he is presented as ultimately responsible for the monster's evil ways rather thar
its creator-the nondisabled Baron. In the early part of the film, when Frankenstein is creating the
monster he sends Fritz to fetch a particular brain to be placed in its scull. While completing this task
Fritz, carelessly drops the brain, damaging it beyond repair andtistitutes anotherone taken
from a known criminal. Later as the plot unfolds and the monster's true nature becomes apparent,
Fritz taunts it with a blazing torch, thus causing it to embark on its murderous rasthag8aron
appears relatively blameds.

The Disabled Person as Burden
This stereotype is connected to the view that disabled people are helpless and must be 'carec
for by nondisabled people. It fails to recognize that with appropriate support disabled people are
able to achieve the sarteel of autonomy and independence as-disabled people. It comes from
the notion that disabled people's needs are profoundly different to those of thiksatued
community and that meeting those needs is an unacceptabl®drsatiety's resources.

During the 1930s the German Third Reich exploited this image extensively in propaganda
films justifying their 'Euthanasia’ programme. In these films disabled people were dehumanized,
described as 'Existence without Life', and presented as an unnecesdarywhich must be got rid
of. Similar imagery is present in the media today. One of the most powerful examples recently
shown on British television was the play, 'Keeping Tom Nice' on 15th August 1990. Written by an
ex-social worker, it is the story of family driven to breaking point after 'caring' for their disabled
son Tom for twentyfour years.

Tom, played by a noedisabled actor, is described as 'totally immobile, spastic, epileptic and
incontinent’. He has a sister, Charlotte, who has incestusugsiéor him, a mother who treats him
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like a child- but cannot bring herself to kiss himand a father who refers to him as 'sexless and
bloody useless'. The strain of having a 'vegetable' for a son causes Tom's father to physically abuse
him. The ensuig shame and the fear of being found out by the local social wenkéio not
surprisingly is portrayed as someone who knows what's best for Tesults in the father's suicide.

The play can only have increased viewers sympathy for families with arslimitalen’, there was
nothing in it to evoke empathy with disabled people whatsoever.

Movement towards Eliminating Media Discrimination of Disabled People

Disabled people and their organizations in the United States of America have been drawing
attentionto the connection between disablist imagery, the media and discrimination since at least the
1960s (Barns, 1992). In 1966 the disabled writer, Paul Hunt expressed the views of many when he
wrote: 'We are tired of being statistics, cases, wonderfully geotegs examples to the world, pitiable
objects to stimulate funding.’'

Following the establishment of the Independent Living Movement (ILM) in the USA in the
1970s, American writers identified a number of commonly recurring stereotypes of disabled people
in popular culture and the media. Subsequently, several reviews appeared documenting the extent o
disabling imagery in books and children's stories, both in America and in the United Kingdom.
During the 1980s the campaign for equal rights for disabled paéaelesified and concern over
cultural misrepresentations of disability grew; firstly, among disabled people and their organizations
and, later, among those connected with the media. In the early eighties, workshops exploring media
images of disability wer at the heart of 'Disability Equality Training' (DET) courses organized and
run by disabled people; formalized in 1985 as the 'Disabled Trainers Forum'. Members of London's
Liberation Network, an organization controlled and run by disabled people, hedpedalish the
National Union of Journalists' (NUJ) '‘Campaign For Real People' to eliminate disablist bias in the
press.

Disquiet over the prevalence of disablist imagery in popular culture among the disabled
community prompted the development of the disgbarts movement. This led to the setting up of
‘London Disability Arts Forum' in 1986 and a major conference on disability and the arts a year later.
As the decade drew to a close, concern over media bias against disabled people intensified. In 1988
'Values into Action' (formerly CMH) published a report showing how press reports misrepresent
people with learning difficulties. The following year, two Kings Fund Centre initiated conferences:
‘They Are Not in The Brief' and 'Putting People in the Brigjhhighted the ways in which disabled
people are misrepresented by the advertising indysaryicularly charity advertising.

An ad hoc committee of disabled people, some of whom had experience of the media, was
then formed to influence and coordinate ®thgent developments. In January 1990 'Camerawork’ in
conjunction with 'Disability Arts in London' magazine hosted a-dene seminar entitled, 'Cap in
Hand?6 This event was ©particularly important
represeting different sections of the disabled community from all over Britain. Discussions
inevitably centered around charity advertising because in the main this is the only area in which
disabled people are seen or heard in mainstream culture. Moreoves, iinaaimously agreed that
there was an urgent need for an irreversible shift from images which emphasized impairments to
those which focused on disabilityhe cause of disabled people's oppression.

Several important proposals emerged out of this everdtly corporate ignorance about
disability can only be reduced if disabled people are integrated at all levels into media organizations.
Since those who experience disability daily have little or no say in how they are presented on
television or in the gess, broadcasters, newspapers and advertisers must be encouraged to recruit
disabled employees. All media personnel should be encouraged to attend disability equality training
(DET) courses designed and presented by disabled people. This is especiaitgniior those in

44



Scottish Journal of Arts, Social Scienceand Scientific Studies- ISSN 20471278
http://scottishjournal.co.uk

positions of authority who are responsible for programme production, newspaper content, and major
advertising campaigns. A consultative body should be established to which television companies,
newspapers and advertisers can come feicad The consultative body should be made up of
representatives from disabled people's own organizations under the umbrella of the BCODP.
Research must be undertaken to produce a code of ethics on the portrayal of disabled people in th
media reflectinghie views of disabled people and their organizations (Colin Barnes, 1992).

The World health Organisation (WHO) has indicated that there are more than 600 million
PWDs in the world, of which about 80 % live in lamcome countries. Ghana, like most develgpin
countries in the world has PWDs who face problems in the area of access to health, education anc
employment. In Ghana, issues concerning PWDs are being given attention at the national level. For
example, in the 2010 Population and Housing Census, Chiptezen is devoted to the analysis of
data on disability, which was also collected for the first time in a national census. The chapter
analyses the data on persons living with disabilities (PWDs), providing information on types of
disabilities in the contry and by socka@emographic characteristics such as-s&e residence,
education, marriage and region of persons living with disability (GSS, 2010).

Methodology

Population and Sample Size

The population of this study included all adult residents invilla listen to Radio Progress.
Staff of Radio Progress, persons with disabilities and other stakeholders formed the focus for data
collection. Radio Progress was chosen for this study. The choice of this community radio station was
informed by the fact that is consistently geared towards providing the information needs of rural
communities and the marginalised, especially persons with disabilities and the illiterates whose
specific needs had not been adequately addressed by the public broadcasterraramotieecial
radio stations. A sample of one hundred respondents comprising twenty radio station workers, fifty
persons with various disabilities, and thirty other stakeholders was used for the study. Purposive
sampling method was applied in the selectanthe respondent groups and their sample sizes.
Interviews were used to gather what could not be captured in the questionnaires. The questionnaire:
(both closed and open ended questions) were carefully designed to solicit the needed information. A
pilot test was carried out among PWDs, staff of radio station and other stakeholders to ensure the
reliability of the data collection instrument and to ensure that the target respondents knew what was
expected of them in filling the questionnaires.

Major Finding s

As regards disabilities of the respondents, 52 percent of respondents indicated that they were
living with mobility difficulties (crippled). About 24 percent of respondents were visually impaired
(blind) and 15 percent were suffering from sensory chgdden Deaf and Dump. About 9% of the
sampled respondents were Mentally Challenged.
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Figurel: Types oDisabilities of Respondents

Source: Field Surveyata, 2013

Information Needs of Persons with Disabilities (PWDs)

The findings revealed that majority espondents (75%) did not think Radio Progress made
enough deliberate effort to ensure that the information needs of persons with disabilities were met.
About 25 percent of sampled respondents thought Radio Progress made efforts to ensure that thei
information needs were met.

The study asked the respondents about programme benefits in the following areas:
Education, Social, Agriculture and Environment, Governance and Politics, and News and Current
Affairs. Fifty-one percent of the respondent were of vlev that Agriculture and Environmental
Programmes were beneficial to them, while about 21 percent thought Educational programmes
benefited them. Sixteen percent were of the view that Social programmes benefited them while as
low as four percent thoughtoBernance and Politics had benefited them.

On the question of whether the amount of airtime allocated for PWDs could adequately
address their needs ninety percent respondents did not think such an amount of airtime was adequatt
However, about ten percemtf the respondents thought the amount of airtime allotted to the
programme waadequate.

Frequency of Programmes Broadcast
The study wanted to elicit responses from respondents as regards how often programmes
targeting the information needs of PWDs were broadcast.
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Monthly ___

15%

Figure4: Frequency of Programmes Broadcast

Source: Field Survey Data, 2013

Fifty-seven percent of theespondents said that such programmes were broadcast weekly.
About 21 percent of respondents indicated that such programmes were broadcast daily, while abou
15 percent of respondents said the programmes were broadcast on monthly basis. And, seven perce
of respondents said the programmes were broadcast once in a while.

Challenges of Community Radio Stations

Forty-five percent of respondents said lack of sponsorship for programmes that cater for the
information needs of persons with disabilities was dnth@ major challenges they faced. About 25
percent of respondents also indicated lack of Resource Persons was one of the challenges the
bedevilled community radio stations in their bid to satisfy the information needs of PWDs. Twelve
percent of respondén thought that lack of personnel to handle programmes were some of the
challenges confronting Community Radio Stations in their efforts to satisfy the information needs of
PWDs. Eighteen percent of respondents blamed the situation on low patronageahpres.

v
Lack of sponsorship '45%
Low patronage_ .18%
Lack of personnel_ 12%
Lack of resource personno;l / '25%
0 10 20 30 40 50
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Figure2: Challenges of Community Radio Stations

Source: Field Survey Data, 2013

Performance of Radio Progress

The study allowed persons with disabilities to rate the performance of Radio Progress with
respect to the information needs of perswith disability in their programmes. Fortyne percent of
respondents rated the performance of the station as poor and as low as five percent of respondent
rated the performance of the station as excellent because the disabled felt the programmeest broadc
responded to their needs. Twelve percent of respondents rated the performance of the station as Ver
Poor, while about 23 percent of respondents ticked its performance as Good. Respondents who rate
the radio performance as Very good were 11 percent.

Performance of Journalists/Presenters at Radio Progress

PWDs rated the journalists/presenters rated the performance of Radio Progress in terms of
how they included the information needs of PWDs in their programmes. Findings of the study
showed fiftyone percent of respondents rated the performance of presenters as Poor. As low as nine
percent of them rated the presentersodé perfor
their performance as Good. Only eight percent rated their performance derixaed about 12
percent of indicated it was Very good.

Discussion and Recomendations

Key findings

This study was carried out with the main aim of examining the quality and influence of radio
programming for devel opment ,p devegopnser programmeion g (
persons with disabilities. It was found out that 62 percent of the respondents were not aware of the
stationbés policy on people with disabilities
commitment to the prinple of ensuring that all major stakeholders are well informed and involved
in important decision making processed as noted by scholarly reports as an indication promoting
community participation radio (Diedong & Naaikuur, 2012, Alumuku, 2006). It was fouhthat
seventyfive percent of the total sampled population did not think Radio Progress tried to ensure that
their information needs were adequately met. One plausible explanation could be the few
programmes on disability air coupled with the factt tthee capacities of journalists or presenters
handling such programmes were rated low by the respondents. It is characteristic of community radio
stations to operate with staff members who are not on regular monthly salary. Community radio
stations rely havily on workers, who are volunteers and sometimes not well motivated. However,
this fact and the challenge of limited financial resources should not be an excuse for staff handling
such special programmes on disability issues to render low quality semaictheir listeners.
Journalists handling programmes on disability need special training on regular bases to enable then
be on top issues. Funding such training programmes should not be the sole responsibility of the
station. Radio Progress needs to eadimat it adheres to and seriously applies the principle of
community ownership and democratic participation relevant to the successful operation of a truly
community radio station (Prie@avies, E. and Tacchi, 2001). By so doing, Radio Progress could
recave the needed to support andaueration from community members and other stakeholders to
address its current problems and challenges.

It can be concluded that hi gher exposur e
necessarily lead to a greater temche for them to embrace some messages and information being
advocated on the programme. This was perhaps due to factors such as inadequate skills ant
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knowledge of presenters and the absence of well targeted programmes to organised groups such &
the Wa Schol for the Deaf and the Wa School for the Blind. Besides stoased productions, this
could constitute possible legitimate spaces for healthy and meaningful discussions on issues of
affecting PWDs, thereby generating useful ideas and information tiéd positively influence
peopl edbs behaviour and attitudes towards PWDs

It is recommended that Radio Progress and the Ghana Network of Community Radio create
policies, which give priority to PWDs in programming and participation in decisiaking
processs on issues of disability and other important national issues of interest to them. There is the
need for special training for personnel of Radio Progress to acquire relevant skills and knowledge on
disability issues. Therefore, training of personnel snes relating to persons with disabilities is one
of the major initiatives managers and other stake holders must embark on in order to effectively
impact on the information needs of persons with disabilities. A good number of individuals with
disabilitiescould be trained as well to play major roles in handling these programmes. This way,
people with disabilities listening to the programmes would be able to identify more with the hosts,
thereby making the programme more meaningful.

The time, frequency as Wes the duration of the programme (only on Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m
i 7:00 a.m) are neither appropriate nor adequate in meeting the information needs of the audience
especially PWDS. Management needs to make an adjustment by allocating one or two nese of th
programmes to slots either in the evenings, on weekends orTihette is the need for corporate and
other forms of sponsorship for the programmes. Proposals should be sent out to individuals and
corporate bodies to sponsor the programme, and a kifgpedial Fund on Disability should be
created by management in partnership with GCRN, the National Council on Persons with Disability
and the Ghana Federation of the Disabled and its existence publicized to create awareness on th
sponsorship drive.
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Abstract
Prejudice toward ougroup and in group identity of 76 subjects with the help of names about the
characters of a story about TAT picture-l® was studied in the present experiment. 76 students of
psychology were &&d to write a story about persons A and B portraying one of these as negative
and the other as positive character and to name these characters from a given list of names includini
four common names two male and two female, two hames one male and oredieardy depicting
the nationality and religion of the subjects and two names one male and one female reflecting
another nationality and religion.56 students named positive characters according to their nationality

and religion.

Key Words: Names, Outgroup prejudice, lrgroup identity
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Introduction

Stimulation of any kind and its interpretation as it suits the interpreter is a common feature of
day to dayhuman living and it add to human experiendésr{, 2005). Allen et al (1980) found that
people change meanings as such that suit them. In such search for suitability (Andreas, Klaus,
Jochen, 2008) found that motivation influences perception and judgment.

Use of various themes for qualitative analysis is a common psychological practice (Virginia
& Victoria, 2006).

TAT pictures evoke various themes among subjects and after administration such themes can
be evaluated (Morgan, 1995).

Hogg and Abrams, (1988h (Dominic 2010)stated that people in a group try to maintain
social as well as wgroup identity and the similar is applicable to generate discrimination and
prejudice against otgroupTajfel and Turner, (1979) in (Dominic 2010)

Religiosity influence behavior, a study reflects that religiosity is significantly related with
self esteem, low anti social behavior and assets of gridmibix et al, 1998). Moreover religiosity is
related with child mother interaction (Haworth et al, 1996).

Some studiesalo support that names effect behavic
el, 1988) and in certain cases subconscious also (Young et al, 1993).

The present study was designed to check that how subjects with the help of a theme about a
TAT picture No F12 display their ouigroup prejudice and tgroup identity with the help of given
names?

Method and Procedures

76 students of M Sc Applied Psychology were shown TAT picture {48 &nd were told a
story about the two characters A and B present irpitteire. They were told that one character in
the story is a good person and the other is a bad person. They were further told that the character
present in the picture can be male or female or both male and female. Then they were instructed tc
write a sbry that is only about the characters A and B and write that why a negative character is
negative and a positive character is positive? After the students completed their stories they were told
to name the characters and were provided a list of nameslimgltwo common names one male
and one female resembling the nationality and religion of all the subjects and two names one male
and one female names clearly reflecting another nationality and religion. Then all the subjects were
told that if their charaetrs both positive and negative are male characters they can select male name
and if are female then they can select the female names accordingly.

Results
53 students out of 76 students named the positive characters according to their nationality and
religion

Conclusion
The social influence of names can contribute intgrisup identity and ougroup prejudices.
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Abstract
Biochemistry is one of the foundational subjects in most of the courses in life sciences, which
equipped students with knowledge and understanding on metabolism, as well as technical skills on
biochemical assay. At the polytechnic level, there is a great to teach Metabolic Biochemistry
in a simple engagingand interesting manner that makes the leargiagjer andnore enjoyable
Active learning strategies were aptly used in lectures, starting with the preparation of handouts and
lecture slides thatncouraged students to pay attention and to take down simple notes. Animations,
analogies, images, questions and mind maps were very useful to aid students in understanding
difficult concepts in metabolisms. Tutorial sessions were also carried out ireeengaging manner
that called for student participation. In order to make the lessons more interesting, humorous visuals
which can serve as memory aids were also attempted to stimulate situational interest. The briefing of
laboratory sessions was made eadly the use of analogies in explaining the principles of new
techniques. Students worked on improving their haamdand analytical skills. Sessions weraled
by discussion on the observatsssmd consolidation of points learne€bthe active learning sttegies
used in lectures, tutorials and practical sessions #&@dedingof Metabolic Biochemistry andufure
attempt aims to strengthelmet practice.

Keywords: Active learning, analogy, biochemcal assay metabolism, mind map,
polytechnic, situational terest.
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1.0 Introduction

Biochemistry has always been recognized among those in the teaching profession as a subjec
that requires a great attempt to makel#ssongnore interesting and more easily understdoder
at Temasek Polytechnim Singapore, biochemistry related contents are taught to students from the
diploma course# Biotechnology, Veterinary Technology, Biomedical Science and Pharmaceutical
Science.There is a greater need for the biochemistry related subjects to be taagbitmple and
interesting manner that makes the learning more enjgyabitudent motivation level in learning
biochemistry related subjects is relatively lower compared to the learning of more publicized
subjects of the 21st century which is related tolenular biology and genetic engineering. The
contents in biochemistry are generally percei
high achievers. A common reason that students are uninterested in learning biochemical concepts is
that they ar@inable to see the relevance to their future work or how the concepts will help them. This
perception is neither confined locally nor at the polytechnic level, as it was also observed frequently
in universities across the regions.

As a highly recognizetertiary institution Temasek Polytechnim Singaporerains skiled
manpower for the industrystudents enrol in the institution for ay8ar diploma course typically
after the Cambridge GCE i OGan practcaldrdinig toammeke temn d e r
industryready. Graduates can therefore join the workforce immediately upon completing their
courses. As such, there is substantial emphasis on laboratory sessions, project work and internshig
At the same time, students are also given a strong foondatidiplomaspecific subjects through
lectures and tutorials. The delivery of these subjects has to be done in a way that stimulates anc
promotes student learning.

Hence, there is a great need to reflect on the teaching and learning strategiesasszung t
biochemistry to stimulate learning interest and to assist students in assimilation of the huge amount
of knowledge. This is important to promote deep learning as well as lifelong learning among the
students, as the basic concepts taught in biodtgmare very important and relevant either in
research or in industries. The progress in genome sequencing that floods the world of life sciences
with great details of DNA and amino acid sequences can only be sustained at a greater height by
linking and nmapping to metabati pathways, prior to further applications in metabolomics and
metabolic engineerind-his reflection primarily focuses on the teaching and learning strategies used
in lecture, tutorial and laboratory sessions of Metabolic Biochemistrghmvas taught to 144
second year polytechnic students from the Diploma in Biotechnology and the Diploma in Veterinary
Technology during the academic year of 2013/2014 at Temasek Polytechnic. The subject aims to
provide students with the knowledge and ustirding of metabolism, as well as to equip students
with laboratory and technical skills in biochemistry.

2.0 Teaching and Learning Strategies

2.1 Lecture

Didactic lecture using computessisted lecture format with handouts remained as the major
mode to deliver the main contents in Metabolic Biochemistry in lecture theatres. The contents
covered topics including basics of bioenergetics, Jeigbrgy biomolecules, glycolysis, TCA cycle,
oxidative phosphorylation, photosynthesis, additional pathway dfobgdrate metabolism, lipid
metabolism, amino acid metabolism and metabolic integration. Lectures for these topics were
carefully scrutinized for the main concepts
learning outcomes. Once the focusaotopic was determined, activities were planned during the
lectures to improve mental engagement of students and to hold their attention during lecture. This
form of teaching was found beneficial to emphasize the important basic concepts that were new to
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the students. According to Richardson (2008), a-agjanized didactic lecture is effective to
integrate and present information from multiple sources on complex topics. Furthermore, the lecture
can be improved by applying active learning strategies ép lstudent engaged for learning. This
was advantageous compared to the traditional lecture and reading mode used to teach biochemistry.

Hence, some strategies for active learning were used in lectures of Metabolic Biochemistry
whenever appropriate and inoderation. Foremost, lecture slides were prepared in two sets, namely
the studentodés version of handouts and the tea
handouts was dispensed online a week prior to the lectures to encourage stugents and
preview. In order to make the lecture more engaging, some details were left out from the handouts to
allow students to pay attention during lectures and to take notes. As noted by Richardson (2008),
even the writing down of a word ortwo isleeh i c i al t o engageversiagnwfd e nt
lecture slides wagrepared to contain the details that students should note during lectures.

In addition, since a huge amount of knowledge was presented during lectures, layering was
beingdonetotht eacher 6s version of | ecture slides w
lecture slide was revealed at a time to present knowledge of Metabolic Biochemistry in smaller
chunks. According to Matthews (1997), the ability to present complex inflammiatsmaller packets
by layering using computerssisted presentation makes the information easier to grasp while
simultaneously building larger concepts (Matthews, 1997).

The use ofinalogythat students were familiar with helped to make the explanafioartain
concepts during lecture easier to understand. For instance, Singapore is a country having as many &
17 reservoirs, and Bedok Reservoir is situated at the back gate of our campus. Hence, students wer
familiar with the role of a reservoir thabllects and conserves the rainwater from the catchment
(jungle or urban area) and to supply water to the Singapore populatioefdarbereservoir was used
as an analogyo illustrate on protoimotive force that represents a conservation of the energy
released from the electron transferhich is then used to supply the energy for ATP synthésis
another topic on the effect of ATP concentrations on the rate of glycolysis, TCA cycle and oxidative
phosphorylation, thanalogyof rich man and poor man wased. ATP is the energy molecule that
was likened to money. The need to work hard was used to illustrate the need to increase the rate o
glycolysis, TCA cycle and oxidative phosphorylation to produce more ATP.

A slide was used tpicture this analogy thahows theich man who has a lot of money and
goes for holiday as there is no need to work her@dontrastthe poor man who has no money needs
to work hard. A question was posed to the students on who needs to work harder. The need to work
hard in thecase of the poor man who has less or no money was used to show that the rate of
glycolysis, TCA cycle and oxidative phosphorylation increases when there is a low concentration of
ATP. Whereas for the rich man who has lots of money and can afford to siew g/ going for
holiday, this was use to illustrate the decrease on the rate of glycolysis, TCA cycle and oxidative
phosphorylation when there is a high concentration of ATP. From the teaching feedback received,
students generally remarked that the usemapleanalogylike this and other simple everyday events
to demonstrate the concepts could help them to relate more easily. This teaching strategy, which
applies the learning theory of constructivism, is found to relate what students are familiar with in
building new knowledge on the existing knowledge as the foundation (Blankenship and Heidorn,
2011; Richardson, 2008). In order to apply this strategy whenever it is approfisiealls for the
need to benore observant and to think of relevamialoges that can be used in teaching of various
concepts in Metabolic Biochemistry.

In the lectures animations were also used to illustrate the concepts in Metabolic
Biochemistry whenever appropriate. Some of these animations were obtained from educational
welsites of McGrawHill and Pearson. For instance, to outline the mechanism of electron transport
and how ATP is synthesized, an animation obtained from http://highered.mcgraw
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hill.com/olc/dl/120071/biol11.swbn the mechanism of electron transport and ATRh&gis was

used. Animations were found to promote conceptual understanding, reduce misconception in biology
and may help students in forming dynamic mental models that could last longer (French, 2006). It
was also observed that animations used in lectacedd aid students in learning Metabolic
Biochemistry if the contents were accurate, short and simple, as well as accompanied by narration.
Furthermore, the use of Microsoft PowerPoint in lecture also enables the ability to animate as this
allows the instuctor to develop course specific animations, which no existing product is available
(Matthews, 1997). Thus, in addition to the use of animations available online, some simple
animations were created using Microsoft PowerPoint to describe the entry ofgeyinto the
mitochondron, covalent modification of pyruvate dehydrogenase, chemiosmotic theory and
deamination of amino acid. Each animation shown was follewgelly an explanation on the main
points learned. This is beneficial to the students to rétttheir notes instead of treating the
animations as being entertaining oraaslassroom management tool. In teaching biology subjects,
the findings by Cook (2011) on teachersodo wuse
indicated that the usef animations is suitable to represent processes involving movements (Cook,
2011). Hence, animations were effectively used to depict the movements of electrons, protons and
pyruvate in the topics taught.

Besides animations, the practice of using imageteaching of biochemistry is especially
notable. Hence, various diagrams of metabolic pathways and cellular structures were commonly used
to explain concepts during the lectures in Metabolic Biochemistry. Study by Milner (2013) showed
that students repodea positive attitude toward the images and considered them useful in learning
when accompanied by verbal and written expl an
that the | earning outcomes wer e-agsroachnd Iéamiog nt |
which is not limited to the use of images. Hence, verbal explanation coupled with encouragement of
deep learning should not be overlooked in improving the teaching and learning of biochemistry
(Milner, 2013). Therefore, in order for thectures to be more engaging and for students to have time
to refl ect on the diagrams, short pauses or
explanation of the diagrams. During the short pauses, which is either one or two minutes, students
could focus their attention by looking at the diagram to obtain some general ideas prior to further
explanation, or to relate what they have heard in an explanation to the diagram shown.

Questions are extremely useful to guide the thinking process dig@mnging and closed
guestions had been frequently used throughout the didactic lecture of Metabolic Biochemistry to
make the lecture more interactive and engaging. Findings by Hessheimer, Rogo & Howlett (2011)
showed that questions asked periodically thhmut lecture made it easier for students to pay
attention to the material. Additionally, some questions, which were simple and related to basic
concepts leatre ar | i er |, were asked to gauge studentso
to the tofic on photosynthesis and most of the students had some basics on the plant cells and
chloroplast (questions as shown in .Fig. When the students were able to answer the simple
guestions asked, this ascertained that the students had gotten their hagit #ts a result, they
were more confident and comfortable to move on to more difficult concepts related to the
photosynthetic reactions. This sustained their learning interest. Long questions were being put down
on PowerPoint slides to help the studetatdollow along. Lectures were also paced according to
students6é response to questions, particul arly
metabolic regulations. From the practice of using questions in lecture, students had the oppmrtunity
think critically and creatively, hence motivating them to keep up with the subject (University of
North Carolina, 2009).

At the end of the lectures, mind maps were aptly used to drive home the points and to relate
the concepts discussed. Mind map isaltisensory tool that aids to organize, integrate and retain
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keyi nf or mati on (DOANntoni , Zi pp, Ol son & Cahi ||
using PowerPoint slides, information was always being conveyed in smaller chunks. In order to
con®lidate, an integrated slide in the form of mind map organized and integrated the key thoughts.
For instance, in addressing the learning outcomes related to the functions and the energy of TCA
cycle, as well as the regulations of TCA cycles which werevelgd using twenty PowerPoint
slides, a mind map (shown in F@) was usedssummary. This was beneficial as by the end of the
lecture, students generally had some ideas about the details and would need to have the overal
concepts linked. When doing the personal revisions, students could commit more details to their
memory afterthey clearly understood the main thoughts presented. Furthermore, students were
encouraged to prepare their own mind maps or to improvise the one presented. One of the
advantages of using mind maps is the possibility to use color and include picturedaghitzties

the conversion of information from shoto longt er m memory ( DOANntoni , Z
2010).

2.2 Tutorial

In contrast to lectures, oti®ur tutorial sessions were conducted to a smaller class of an
average of 25 students. Henceistlallowed opportunity for more interactive discussions and
feedbacks to students to take place. Students were provided with a set of tutorial questions related tc
the lecture topics covered of which they were required to complete prior to each sessiutornil
sessions beganith a brief summary of related topics either by using the mind maps used during the
consolidation of the lectures, or by highlighting a few main slides that contained immpamnaepts
This was beneficial to pace most studdntsthe session with a review and to help some students to
understand the main concepts prior to the discussion of tutorial questions.

More extensive use of the whiteboard during tutorial sessions was planned. Instead of
presenting all the answers of thetdrial questions on the OHP transparencies, some of the questions
were printed on OHP transparencies which were flashed toward the whiteboard with blanks for
students to fill in. Student volunteers were invited to write their answers on the whitebadari Th
among the teaching tips suggested by Helser (1995). Other students could also contribute to the
correct answer from their seats, and once the questions were done, the answers was erased, the OF
was changed with the next transparency. This was alsondf beneficial for questions involving
calculations on bioenergetics and biochemical calculations. Additionally, the calculation steps and
answers from students could be corrected and proper calculation steps were shown and explained
hence adjusting stedts toward proper understanding. This approach required the students to
prepare well for their tutorial in order for them to participate. As suggested by Helser (1995), this
approach can also be done to definitions, paragraphs using key terms and thagiarg, which
are common questions in biochemistry and other biology related subjects.

Teaching strategy thangages studentswith questions was particularly useful in reviewing
tutorial questions from the topics on metabolic regulations. For instgaoestions were verbally
used to explain and guide the thinking process on the regulatory mechanism of lipid metabolism by
glucagon. Coupled with the use of visual drawn in a manner that stimulates irgdboesh (nFig.
3), students were guided in the dission by using a set of leading questions (shown in the right
column of Table 1) that led to the answers (in red). As showalte 1 the answers to the questions
corresponded to the answers for tutorial question (in the left column of Table 1QuEsisoning
strategy, not only engadestudents, but also guid¢hem in reasoning thenswerout, thus providing
the support they needed to link and understand pathways. The questions used here were at th
remembering and understanding level that promgtadents to respond. Dods (1996) noted that
biochemistry is occasionally taught in the questioning mode where the teachers use a questioning
process to guide students6é thinking. As refl
easy with the stuggle to learn that always belongs to students, not the educator. With that
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perspective, he viewed questions as handholds on the mountain of learning that they needed to climb
This way could encourage students to develop independence, yet providingpploet ghat they
needed (White, 2013). In order for the questions to be used effectively, the pace of the discussion
need to be slower for student engagement and the classroom management is critical to avoid
distraction. As reviewed by Tanner (2013),ahexnsi on of fdAwait ti me-o af:
5 s, student thinking time is increased and the number of students participating verbally in biology
classroom could be expanded.

In addition,the use of new visuals that have both the cognitive anataféecomponents to
motivate students to learn Metabolic Biochemistry during tutorial sessions was attempted. These new
visuals were prepared in a humorous way with the intention to stimulate interest and mainly as
memory aid. For instance, the visual simowm Fig. 4 was aimed to help the students to clearly
remember that reactions 1, 3 and 10, respectively catalyzed by hexokinase, phosphofructokinase
and pyruvate kinase (symbolized by the abbreviations in alphabets) are the control points of
glycolysis.Some of these visuals were created with more humorous dialogues that contain important
keywords (in bold), not only as memory aid, but to break the monotony and refresh the learning
process. Looking at the visual shownFhig. 5 that illustrated Nacetylgutamate is the allosteric
activator of carbamoyl phosphate synthetase, students naturally smiled with eagerness as they couls
relate to the humor and this was followed by a question on what they could learn or remember from
the visual. In responding to hwmous visuals, Ozdogru and McMorris (2013) reviewed that the
cognitive component is responsible to understand the humorous message, but the affective
component results in the feeling of enjoyment and fun in learning, which may eventually improve
attitudestoward course contenthis approach gained attention in learning and was noted to increase
situational interest in the classroom. Situational interest is interest aroused spontaneously, transitory
and environmentally activated (Schraw, Flowerday & Lehnm2001). Since interest increases
l earni ng, promoting interest could increase ¢
Schraw, Flowerday & Lehman (2001) also found that good educators view interest as their
responsibility, hence putting iextra effort to select interesting materials and to create classroom
environment t hat i ncreases studentsd interes
(2011) in activdearning classroom suggested the influential role of educators in incrgasis t u d e n-
situational interest. Hence, interest in learning Metabolic Biochemistry could be fostered by more
attempts in the future that motivate students to learn on metabolic pathways and regulations. Simple
visuals with proper use of colors and arsomay be more beneficial because important parts could
be easily identified and related to enhance visualization.

2.3  Laboratory

For Metabolic Biochemistry, there wered of threehour laboratory sessions scheduled and
each session was started with brigfon the experiments, prior to harats. As the use ainalogyin
lecture was found effective to help students to learn new concepts, this strategy was also use in
laboratory teaching. In explaining the need to construct a standard curve, a questsedaso
stimulate studentsodé thinking on what they wol
was an unknown. Most of them logically answered that they would need to use a ruler or a
measuring tapelhe ruler or the measuring tap&s likenedo a known standard for measuring the
length of an unknown object. Similarly, a standard curve of glucose was needed and constructed
based on the known glucose concentration prior to the measurement of glucose concentration in
unknown samples. In anothen 8t anc e, in responding to stude
grinding sand could lyse the cassava cells during extractianaogywas drawn too. The grinding
sand that could cause abrasion was likened to when we have a fall on the rough patchadfttre
results in abrasion to our skin celihich could break and woundn personal communication,
students found that such explanation helped them to relate easily on the new techniques learned.
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For the initial briefing to be effective, concept majqupled with flow chart that presented an
overview of the whole experiment was prepared and used to help students to see the flow of
experimental steps. Concept map coupled with flow chart was useful when there were many parts of
the experiments that haveone complicated steps and the visual nature of such diagram made it
easier for them to understand and perform the experimental steps correctly. Since the concept may
with flow chart was drawn on the whiteboard (example as shown ir6Fay the quantificion of
free sugar in storage root), this was referred throughout the laboratory session especially among
students who performed peer teaching. From observations, students felt encouraged to discuss an
explain to their peers on the experimental steps shmwthe whiteboard as the session progressed.
The usefulness of concept maps in college chemistry laboratory has been surveyed earlier by
Markow and Lonning (1998) and it would be more engaging if the concept maps are constructed by
students themselves.

After the initial briefing, the students were also encouraged to set for themselves a mastery
goal to be achieved at the end of the practical session. The goals could either be improving pipetting
skill, mastering the use of spectrophotometer, plotting @urate standard curve or performing
correct biochemical calculations. Such goals oriented the students to focus on learning and
improving their laboratory skills. Setting achievement goals, either mastery goals or performance
goals have been linked to adi&e outcomes in learning, such as strong-sHi€acy, good
metacognition and good performance (Coutinho, 2007). This approach for students to set their
personal mastery goal was beneficial, as students were more organized and strived to learri instead ¢
giving up in their attempts to carry out the experiments.

Each | aboratory sessi on-ommaexpefinentsoon pveparatidnyf st
standard curve, extraction and quantification
0 n thaining in techniques and tools and this is always more effective when the students do the
experiments themselves because such opportunities allow them to think about, discuss and solve rec
problems (Veselinovska, 2011; White, Benore, Sumter, Caldwékl 2013). This also enables
them to gauge their biochemical skills learned, such as pipetting, serial dilution, biochemical
calculation, preparation of standard curve and quantification of unknown samples, which are among
the essential laboratory skiksudents need to learn. When the students were doing the experiments,
they were being monitored on their steps and use of equipment as well as data observation. Student
were given feedback when their techniques led to inaccurate data such pkottireg of standard
curve. They were being asked to repeat the experimental steps whenever time permitted, and they
were also being guided to thirdn what they could do or pay more attention to improve prior to
repeating the experimental steps. Such troublestgskill is important to be practiced as this will
remain useful upon graduation and joining the workforce. Interestingly, according to White, Benore,
Sumter, Caldwell & Bell (2013), though it is not possible to master every technique, providing
opportuniies to learn and uskboratoryskills will foster longterm acquisition of demonstrable
skills.

Each laboratory session was ended by a discussion on the observation and consolidation of
points learned. This way of conducting the practical sessions is beneficial as most students can
follow along on their handsn and learn to obtain accurate obseoradi

3.0 Recommendation of New Teaching and Learning Strategies

3.1 Lecture
Since Metabolic Biochemistry is a contdrdsed subject, most of the topics aimed to develop
the Bloomébs cognitive |l evels of k nowl skilsgne an
learning should not be underestimated and the use of mnemonic as memory aid in teaching anc
learning will be attempted to remember metabolites and pathWays. 1 nst anceQldt he
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catiskickingsomesupefatmi ce 0 can be used to remember the
of TCA cycle, namelyoxaloacetategitrate, ijs o ¢ i t -ketoglarate dcciny-CoA, succinate,
fumarate andmalate. Mnemonic is an appropriate learning strategy for the first twel$e of

Bl oomos Taxonomy and can be reinforced by
mnemonics (Crowe, Dirks & Wenderoth, 2008).

3.2 Tutorial

Attractive visuals in the form of OHP transparencies will continue to be improved and used
as future taching aids in tutorial. Some of these visuals will be attempted with the use of colors,
which can help the students to differentiate the metabolic pathways better. This will be done with
caution in order not to overcrowd the main points and be an entegalistraction (Cook, 2011).

Additionally, the pace of the tutorial lesson will be improved by reducing the number of
tutorial questions. Lesson plan will be structured in a way that allows time for gaining student
attention when the class begin, classnomanagement and student participation. By reducing the
number of tutorial questions, this will allow for more time to use questioning and other teaching
strategies to engage students in learning. After a question is raised, more time should be allowed fo
students to think through, formulate and participate. This will benefit the students in thinking through
the content and relate the questions to possible answers. The length of the pause can be adjuste
depending on the cognitive complexity of the expdatesponse (Tanner, 2013; University of North
Carolina, 2009).

3.3  Laboratory

As observedsomestudents came unprepared for the laboratory sessions. In the future, pre
lab homework that consists of basic questions can be given to students. Thistivdtentnem to
read up on the basics related to the experimental steps before the laboratory sessionslalbhe pre
homework may contain questions on the related theory, and calculation practice. This can strengther
the studentsd back gandeadta a comparable éendrepge,in laardninganterest
(Schraw, Flowerday & Lehman, 2001).

4.0 Summary

Over the academic year 2013/2014, various teade@ging approaches were applied in
lecture, tutorial and laboratory sessions of Metabolic Biochemidflost of these approaches
promoted active learning among students and contributed to making the learning of biochemistry
moreinteresting. Future attempt aims to strengthen the practice of these strategies and to improve the
learning atmosphere.

Acknowledgments

The author would like to acknowledge Zhang Pengchi for the applications of teaching and
learning strategies, Quek Hung Hiang and Singaretnam Lloyd George for insightful suggestions on
the content of the manuscrigmdVijayan N.for critical readng of the manuscript.

62



Scottish Journal of Arts, Social Scienceand Scientific Studies- ISSN 20471278
http://scottishjournal.co.uk

References

Blankenship, B. T., & Heidorn, B. (2011). IntroductioriFrom zumba to yoga to reality TV: using
pop culture to teach the sciencdsurnal of Physical Education, Recreation and Dance, 83(8)
13-14.

Cook, M. (2011). Teacghr s 6 use of visual repr es eSpieneet i on
Education International22(3), 175184.

Coutinho, S. A. (2007). The relationship between goals, metacognition and academic success.
Educate, 7(1,)3947.

Crowe, A., Dirks, C. & Wenderoth M. P. (2008) . Bi ology 1in b
taxonomy to enhance student learning in Biold@BET Life Sciences Education, 368-381.
D6Antoni, A. V., Zipp, G. P., Olson, V. G.,

strategy facitate information retrieval and critical thinking in medical stude®&C Medical
Education 10, 61.

Dods, R. F. (1996). A problefmased learning design for teaching biochemisioyrnal of Chemical
Education, 73(3)225228.

French, D. P. (2006). Anintiag your lecture. In J. J. Mintzes & W. H. Leonard (Eds.), Handbook of
college science teaching (pp. 2231). Virginia: NSTA Press.

Helser, T. L. (1995). Teaching tips for a whitebodlurnal of Chemical Educatioii2(3), 223.

Hessheimer, H. M., Rog&. J., & Howlett, B. (2011). Use of questioning during lectures in a dental
hygiene didactic coursdournal of Dental Education, 75(8), 10-4883.

Markow, P. G., & Lonning, R. A. (1998). Usefulness of concept maps in college chemistry
laboratories: studéns 6 per cept i ons a n doureaf of Researsh inoStieneec h i
Teaching, 35(9)10151029.

Matthews, J. C. (1997). Intermeshing passive and active learning strategies in teaching biochemistry.
American Journal of Pharmaceutical Education, 833-394.

Milner, R. E. (2013). Learning differences and learning outcomes in an introductory biochemistry
class: attitude toward images, visual cognitive skills, and learning app®achemistry and
Molecular Biology EducatiorDOI: 10.1002/bmb.20658

Ozdogru, A. A. & McMorris, R. F. (2013). Humorous cartoons in college textbooks: student
perceptions and learningumor. International Journal of Humor Researc?6(1),135154.

Ri chardson, D. (2008) . D o n AdwvanceésuinmRysioliody &duchtiond, a ¢ t |
32,23-24.

Rotgans, J. I. & Schmidt, H. G. (2011). The role of teachers in facilitating situational interest in an
activelearning classrooni.eaching and Teacher Education, 37-42.

Schraw, G., Flowerday, T., & Lehman, S. (2001kréasing situational interest in the classroom.
Educational Psychology Revie®B(3) 211-224.

Tanner, K. D. (2013). Structure matters: tweahe teaching strategies to promote student
engagement and cultivate classroom eq@HET Life Sciences Educain, 12,322-331.

University of North Carolina (2009 lassroom activities for active learnin&etrieved September
30, 2013, frontfe.unc.edu/pdfs/FYC2.pdf

Veselinovska, S. S. (2011). The effect of teaching methods on cognitive achievement, retention, and
attitude among in biology studyin@ypriotJournal of Educational Sciences145185.

63



Scottish Journal of Arts, Social Scienceand Scientific Studies- ISSN 20471278
http://scottishjournal.co.uk

White, H. B. (2013). Do you teach the way you leaBi@chemistry and Molecular Biology
Education, 41(3)187-188.

White, H. B., Benore, M. A., Sumter, T. F., Caldwdl D., & Bell, E. (2013). What skills should
students of undergraduate biochemistry and molecular biology programs have upon graduation?
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology Educatiati,(5), 297301.

Appendix

What Have You Learnt?

1. In the first stage of photosynthesis
called lightreaction, ...... light........
energy is absorbed by chlorophyll and
converfed to ...chemical.........energy.

g 2. What are the 2 high energy
biomoleculesfrom the light reaction?

ATP, NADPH

3. Which reaction produces
carbohydrate? Dark reaction

Fig. 1 Questions used to test understandamgl highlight key points on photosynthetic reactions.
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Fig. 2 Mind map to summarize the functions and energy yield of TCA cycle as well as the regulatory points and
regulations.
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Fig. 5 Nacetylglutamate as the allosteric activator of carbamoyl phosphate synthetase.

Fig. 6 Concept map coupled with flow chart used in laboratory teaching.

Table 1 Questions to engagand guide students in a tutorial session on the regulatory
mechanism of lipid metabolism by glucagon.

Tutorial 8 (Question 4): Questions

Similar questions:
Question:EExplain the regulatory How does glucagon promote beteidation?
mechanism of lipid metabolism by How does glucagon regulate betddation?
glucagon. How does glucagon regulate lipid metabolisr

Question analysis:

What are the keywords in the question?
Lipid metabolism? Glucagon?

Yes. Agreed.
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